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DEAR READER:
The purposes of

“The British Isles Historic Society”
and our newsletters are:

Our British Isles Heritage
What is Heritage? There are no hard and fast
rules, that determine what is, and what is not,
heritage. Of course, everyone thinks of heritage as
old buildings, however, heritage is whatever a
community, past or present values, and would like to
pass on to the future, regardless of age or vintage. It
can be a place, a landscape, a cultural practice or a
language, to name a few. It does not have to be
associated with a famous historical figure or event,
or in the case of buildings and structures,
architecturally significant or aesthetically pleasing, to
be considered heritage.
https://heritagebc.ca/

Our research and publications
will include the art, buildings, historic
sites, people, traditions, customs and
beliefs that a society considers
important to our history and culture.
The British Isles Historic Society

1.) To create ways to help future generations
understand their heritage.
2.) Though research, to bring the past into the
future. Even though we may not have been born in
British Columbia or raised here we still have a tie to
the history and heritage of those that came from
the British Isles to settle in British Columbia.
3.) To recognize the contributions made by those
fur traders, explorers, engineers, pioneers, trades
people and settlers that came from the British Isles
to make British Columbia their home.
4.) To stimulate interest in wanting to know who
we are as a descendent from a country in the
British Isles and what are our traditions and
customs that we should be celebrating.
5.) To have you share your heritage, history,
tradition and customs with your families and
friends.
We welcome your comments, suggestions and
ideas on how we may better share our heritage as
members of the British Columbia family.

Chuck Davis:
This page is dedicated to Chuck Davis, keeper
of Vancouver's historical flame and creator of
https://www.vancouverhistory.ca/index.htm
Chuck Davis passed away on Saturday,
November 20, 2010. But his contribution of research
on the History of Vancouver has made a major
contribution to many items in my newsletters.
The following was taken from his oddities pages:

John Wayne and Victor McLaglen

in the “Quiet Man”

Victor Andrew
de Bier Everleigh
McLaglen

Frederick John Westcott, best known by his stage
name Fred Karno, was an English theatre impresario
of the British music hall. As a comedian of slapstick
he is credited with popularizing the custard-pie-inthe-face gag.
Born: March 26, 1866, Exeter, United Kingdom
Died: September 18, 1941, Lilliput, Poole, United
Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fred_Karno

In 1929 the New Westminster
Exhibition was opened by a British
politician named Winston

Churchill. The 55-year-old
Churchill was not yet Prime Minister.
https://www.vancouverhistory.ca/oddities_1923_1930.htm

In 1936 when the
visiting Lord Mayor of
London helped Vancouver
celebrate its 50th birthday
he presented the city with
the civic mace it uses to

In 1909 world heavyweight
boxing champ Jack Johnson fought an
exhibition bout in Vancouver with
boxer Victor McLaglen, who would
later become an Oscar-winning movie actor.
Victor Andrew de Bier Everleigh McLaglen was
a British-American film actor. He was known as a
character actor, particularly in Westerns, and made
seven films with John Ford and John Wayne.
McLaglen won the Academy Award for Best Actor in
1935 for his role in The Informer.
Born: December 10, 1886, Stepney, London, United
Kingdom
Died: November 7, 1959, Newport Beach, California,
United States

this day. Among the
other gifts the Lord
Mayor brought: “. . . a
sprig from a tree in the
orchard where a falling apple gave Isaac Newton the
idea that led to his theory of gravity.”

In 1895, The
English Cannery, owned
by Henry Bell- Irving,
burned down. Upon
rebuilding it was

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victor_McLaglen
https://www.vancouverhistory.ca/oddities_1900_1922.htm

Fred Karno
In 1912 an English revue
company called Karno’s Comedians
performed in Vancouver. Included in
the cast: Charlie Chaplin and Stan
Laurel.

renamed the Phoenix
Cannery. The site is now
part of the Britannia
Heritage Shipyard.

Major-General
Sir Samuel Steele
Fort Steele
was a gold rush
boom town founded in
1864 by John Galbraith. The town was originally
called "Galbraith's Ferry", named after the ferry set
up by the city's founder over the Kootenay River. It
was the only ferry within several hundred miles so
Mr.Galbraith charged very high prices to get across.
The town was renamed Fort Steele in 1888, after
legendary Canadian lawman Superintendent Sam
Steele of the North-West Mounted Police solved a
dispute between a settler who had unjustly accused
one of the local First Nations men with murder. This
dispute had caused a great deal of tension between
the town and the native people. Sam Steele, finding
no real evidence against the accused natives, had
the charges against them lifted. Both the town and
the First Nations people were so grateful that they
renamed the town Fort Steele. Much to Steele's
dismay, the "Fort" part of the name comes from the
NWMP setting up a station in the town, whereas the
town itself was never a real fort.

became one of the first
members of the North-West
Mounted Police. Major
General Sir Samuel Benfield
Steele KCMG CB MVO was a distinguished Canadian
soldier and police official. He was an officer of the
North-West Mounted Police, most famously as head
of the Yukon detachment during the Klondike Gold
Rush, and commanding officer of Strathcona's Horse
during the Boer War.

Elmes Yelverton Steele (February 6,
1781 – August 6, 1865) Sam Steele’s father, was a
naval officer, militia officer, farmer and political
figure in Canada West. He was born in Coleford,
Gloucestershire, England in 1781. He was the son of
Elmes Steel (d.1824), surgeon of Coleford, and Mary
Benfield (1749-1831). Two of his brothers served as
officers in the Royal Navy and three as officers in the
British Army.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Steele,_British_Columbia

July 1, 1891,
The Douglas Border
Crossing,

John Galbraith
John and Robert were two of
the nine children of Alexander and
Rose Galbraith, all born in Ireland. It
was John Galbraith and his wife
Sarah who were the first white
settlers on Joseph’s Prairie and it was they, along
with John’s brother Robert, who first laid claim to
the land later purchased by James Baker to become
present-day Cranbrook.

US Immigration
Office, Blaine,
1918.

named after Sir James Douglas, (born
Aug. 15, 1803, Demerara, British
Guiana—died Aug. 2, 1877, Victoria, B.C., Can.),
Canadian statesman known as “the father of British
Columbia.” He became its first governor when it was
a newly formed wilderness colony.

Note: the USA side is called Peace Arch
crossing, the Canadian side is called Douglas
Border crossing.

Great U.K. Traditions and
Celebrations in British Columbia
Morris Dancers
Morris dance is a form
of English folk dance usually
accompanied by music. It is
based on rhythmic stepping and the
execution of choreographed figures by
a group of dancers, usually wearing bell
pads on their shins. Implements such as
sticks, swords and handkerchiefs may
also be wielded by the dancers. In a
small number of dances for one or two people, steps
are near and across a pair of clay tobacco pipes laid
one across the other on the floor. They clap their
sticks, swords, or handkerchiefs together to match
with the dance.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morris_dance

One such group here in B.C. is the Tiddley Cove
Morris Dancers.
https://www.facebook.com/TiddleyCoveMorrisDance/

Scottish Country
Dancers
Scottish country
dance (SCD) is the
distinctively Scottish form of
country dance, itself a form of
social dance involving groups of couples of
dancers tracing progressive patterns. A dance
consists of a sequence of figures. These dances are
set to musical forms (Jigs, Reels and Strathspey
Reels) which come from the Gaelic tradition of
Highland Scotland, as do the steps used in
performing the dances. Traditionally a figure
corresponds to an eight-bar phrase of music.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_country_dance

The Royal Scottish Country Dancers in B.C.
https://rscdsvancouver.org/

Irish Dancers
Irish dance is a group of
traditional dance forms
originating from Ireland. Solo
Irish dance includes the most
well-known form of Irish dance,
Irish stepdance, which was
popularised from 1994 onwards by dance shows
such as Riverdance, and which is practiced
competitively across the Irish diaspora.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_dance

There is Eire Born School of Irish Dancers here in B.C.
https://www.eireborn.net/

Scottish
Highland Dancers
Highland dance or
Highland dancing (Scottish
Gaelic: dannsa Gàidhealach) is a style
of competitive solo dancing
developed in the Scottish Highlands in
the 19th and 20th centuries, in the
context of competitions at public events such as the
Highland games. It was created from the Gaelic folk
dance repertoire, but formalised with the
conventions of ballet', and has been subject to
influences from outside the Highlands. Highland
dancing is often performed with the accompaniment
of Highland bagpipe music, and dancers wear
specialised shoes called ghillies. It is now seen at
nearly every modern-day Highland game event.
Highland dance should not be confused with Scottish
country dance, cèilidh dancing, or clog dancing.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_highland_dance

There is a Highland Dance School in B.C.
https://www.heatherjolleyhighlanddancers.com/

English Country Dance is a social dances of a type that
originated in the British Isles; it is the repeated execution of a
predefined sequence of figures, carefully designed to fit a fixed
length of music, performed by a group of people, usually in
couples, in one or more sets.

Yardley Jones
Cartoonist
John Yardley Jones,
Born 1930, in Liverpool,
England, he grew up in
Wales. He became a boxer at
age 14 years and fought 150
Borrowing Rick Moranis & Dave Thomas’
professional fights over nine
creation “The McKenzie Brothers”
on SCTV. Yardley Jones Cartoons
years. Over this time he
Book 3: cover.
studied to be a draftsman and
freelanced cartoons to various English publications.
He and his wife Mary immigrated to Alberta
Canada in 1957. He tried a variety of jobs while
freelancing cartoons to the Herald [Calgary] and the
Journal [Edmonton]. However, it was working for
The Roughneck, that he feels he established his
credentials as an editorial
cartoonist.
In 1962, he was hired
as the Journal’s first staff
editorial cartoonist and
worked there for five years.
https://www.stalberttoday.ca/
entertainment-news/cartoons-as-highhumorous-art-1275496

Thomas D’Arcy
McGee
Journalist, politician, poet
(born 13 April 1825 in Carlingford,
County Louth, Republic of Ireland;
Thomas D'Arcy McGee
died 7 April 1868 in Ottawa, ON).
(courtesy of Library and Archives Canada, PA-042396)
He was to become a staunch
defender of British constitutional monarchy and a
Father of Confederation. He was an advocate for
minority rights at a time when the politics of ethnic
and religious identity were intensely fraught. He was
an incredibly eloquent public speaker and a
passionate advocate for Canadian interests.
In the early hours of Tuesday, 7 April 1868,
McGee was assassinated outside his Ottawa home.
Following McGee’s assassination, the Dominion
Police was organized by the federal government in
1868 to guard the Parliament buildings in Ottawa.
The service also provided bodyguards for
government leaders and operated an intelligence
service whose agents infiltrated the Fenian
Brotherhood. The force was absorbed by the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) in 1920.

Della Lake and Della Falls
Were named by Joe Drinkwater (believed family from
Gloucestershire, England). after his wife, Della (nee Fayette)
(1880 - ) whom he had married in 1899.
Della Falls is a waterfall in Strathcona Provincial Park on
Vancouver Island and is among one of the tallest waterfalls in Canada.
In 1899, prospector and trapper Joe Drinkwater discovered Della Falls
and named them after his wife.
The original Joe Drinkwater tugboat dates back over one century
ago, to 1899. Its namesake is Joseph (Joe) Drinkwater, who was a prospector and trapper

The Cambrian Hall
Members of the Cambrian
Society, named after the
Cambrian Hills in Wales, built a
community hall at 215 East 17th
Avenue. Wrote Kevin Griffin, in The Greater
Vancouver Book, “This is believed to be the only hall
built and operated by a Welsh society in North
America. Opened September 1st, 1929. Among the
donors were prominent Vancouver citizens, such as
Chris T. A. Spencer, a member of the Spencer's
Department Store family, Thomas Edwards, and
Jonathan Rogers from the Ceiriog Valley. The land on
which the Hall is situated was sold to the Society for
one dollar by Joseph Jones from Prestatyn, the
owner of a Vancouver dairy

Joseph Jones’s Dairy
Farm, on the north east
corner of Kingsway and
Windsor Street had 58 cows.
began farming in the
1890's .The cows on average, produced 500 litres of
milk per day. The Jones family drew water from a
creek to the left of their home. Before he started his
own dairy farm, Jones worked for Samuel Garvin.
Jones’s and Garvin’s farms stood near each other
across a wood bridge on Kingsway.

Captain Vancouver

New Westminster
May Day
Celebrations
The city of New
Westminster was first created in 1859 in response to
the discovery of gold along the Fraser River.
Although New Westminster started out as the
capital of the colony of British Columbia, by 1870,
one year before British Columbia joined
confederation and became part of Canada, New
Westminster no longer served as the capital city and
the gold rush had ended. The population of New
Westminster fell dramatically to around just 500
people and the future of the city seemed grim. It was
this very year that a group of local citizens decided
to band together and organize the very first May Day
in New Westminster’s history in order to cheer the
disheartened citizens.
Held in the city of New Westminster is the
longest continually observed May Day within the
British Commonwealth, first celebrated on May 4,
1870. In New Westminster, the first May Day
included a party, games, sports, and a free lunch.
Although the festival has evolved over time,
there are many key elements from the original
festival that continue to this day such as the
crowning of the May Queen, the Honour of Guard
boys, and children dancing around maypoles.
Puget, who explored its southern reaches.

named many features for his Mount Rainier – after his friend, Rear Admiral Peter
officers, friends, associates, and his Rainier.
ship Discovery, including:
Port Gardner and Port Susan, Washington – after his
Mount Baker – after Discovery's
former commander Vice Admiral Sir Alan Gardner and
3rd Lieutenant Joseph Baker, the
his wife Susannah, Lady Gardner.
first on the expedition to spot it
Whidbey Island – after naval engineer Joseph Whidbey.
Mount St. Helens – after his friend,
Discovery Passage, Discovery Island, Discovery Bay and
Alleyne Fitzherbert, 1st Baron St Helens
Port Discovery.
Puget Sound – after Discovery's 2nd lieutenant Peter

Let’s Celebrate our Heritage
Customs, Traditions and History
January 25th. Robbie Burn’s Day, is a Burns
supper in celebration of the life and poetry
of the Scottish poet Robert Burns
March 1st. St. David’s Day, is the feast day
of Saint David, the patron saint of
Wales.
March 5th. St. Piran’s day and is the Patron
Saint of Cornwall.
March 17th. St. Patrick’s Day, the Feast of
Saint Patrick is a cultural and religious
celebration celebrated by the Irish.
April 6th. National Tartan Day, Galloway
Hunting Tartan
April 21st. Elizabeth II (Elizabeth Alexandra
Mary; born 21 April 1926) Queen of the
United Kingdom. Actual Birthday
April 23rd. St. George’s Day is the feast day
of Saint George as celebrated by various
Christian Churches and the English
April 24th. 2021 Saturday - The British Isles
Heritage Festival
May 1st. May Day, Traditional English May
Day celebrations include Morris dancing, crowning a
May Queen and dancing around a Maypole.
June 6th. D-Day, 1944, Battle of Normandy
June 12th. Queen Elizabeth’s Formal
Birthday
July 15th. St. Swithin's Day, the name of Swithun is
best known today for a British weather lore.
July 5th. Tynwald Day (Manx: Laa Tinvaal) is
the National Day of the Isle of Man,
November 5th. Guy Fawkes Night, Bonfire night

November 30th. St. Andrew’s Day is the
feast day of Andrew the Apostle celebrated
by the Scottish.
December 25th. Christmas Day, a
proper full English Dinner with all the
trimmings. Wassailing has been
associated with Christmas and New
Year as far back as the 1400s.

December 31st. Hogmanay is the
Scots word for the last day of the
year and is synonymous with the
celebration of the New Year in the
Scottish manner.

British Isles Culture
and Languages
British Isles culture is influenced by the
nation's history, its predominantly Christian religious
life, its interaction with the cultures of Europe, the
traditions of England, Wales, North Ireland and
Scotland, and the impact of the British Empire.
Although British culture is a distinct entity, the
individual cultures of England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland are diverse and have varying
degrees of overlap and distinctiveness.
First spoken in early medieval England, the
English language is the de facto official language of
the UK and is spoken monolingually by an estimated
95% of the British population. Seven other languages
are recognized by the UK Government under the
European Charter for Regional Languages – Welsh,
Scottish Gaelic, Scots, Cornish, Irish, Ulster Scots, and
British Sign Language.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Culture_of_the_United_Kingdom

TRIVIA:
May 1918, Massive flu epidemic reaches Britain
The 1918-1919 'Spanish flu' epidemic killed more than
200,000 people in Britain and up to 50 million worldwide.
Despite its name, the virus seems to have originated in
the United States, but quickly spread around the world,
infecting up to 30% of the world's population.

England

England was named after a

United Kingdom

Great Britain consists of

Germanic tribe called the "Angles", who settled in
Central, Northern, and Eastern England in the 5th
and 6th centuries. A related tribe called the "Saxons"
settled in the south of England. That is why that
period of English history is called "Anglo
-Saxon".

the islands of Great Britain. It is also often used to
refer politically to the whole of England, Scotland
and Wales, including their smaller offshore islands

St. George

Ireland,

was a soldier of Cappadocian

The United Kingdom, made up of England,
Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland,

Saint Patrick was a Christian

Greek origins, member of the Praetorian
Guard for Roman emperor Diocletian, who was
sentenced to death for refusing to recant his
Christian faith. The Red Cross was associated with
the crusades, the red-on-white
cross has its origins in the 10th
century.

missionary and bishop in Ireland. Known
as the "Apostle of Ireland". The Irish
tricolour is the national flag and ensign of the
Republic of Ireland. The word shamrock comes from
the Gaelic word Seamrog, with
each leaf representing the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Scotland

Wales

The image of St. Andrew,

Welsh identity occurred after

martyred while bound to an X-shaped
cross, first appeared in the Kingdom of
Scotland during the reign of William I. Since 1606
the saltire has also formed part of the design of
the Union
Flag.

the Roman withdrawal from Britain in the
5th century, The red dragon was then
included as a supporter of the Tudor royal
arms to signify their Welsh descent.
It was officially recognized as the
Welsh national flag in 1959.

Isle of Man

Cornwall

The Manx name of the Isle of

Man is Ellan Vannin: Manx is a word meaning
"Island"; The flag of the Isle of Man or flag of
Mann is a triskelion, composed of three armoured
legs with golden spurs, upon a red background. It
has been the official flag of Mann
since 1 December 1932

Cornwall is the homeland of

the Cornish people and the cultural and ethnic origin
of the Cornish diaspora. It retains a distinct cultural
identity that reflects its history, and is recognized as
one of the Celtic nations The flag is attributed
to Saint Piran, a 5th-century
Cornish abbot

Ladysmith, B.C.
Ladysmith—once called Oyster
Bay—on Vancouver Island has a
fascinating history.
Robert Dunsmuir (August 31, 1825
– April 12, 1889) was a Scottish-Canadian
coal mine developer, owner and
operator, railway developer, industrialist
and politician in British Columbia. He was
recognized as a National Historic Person in 1971.
Dunsmuir was born in Hurlford, Scotland to
20-year-old James Dunsmuir and his wife Elizabeth in
1825. At the time of his birth, his family was engaged
in the coal business in his native Ayrshire. On July 18,
1851 they set sail for Fort Rupert, and when they
arrived on August 9, the three-year term on the
contract with the Hudson's Bay Company began.
He struggled unsuccessfully to develop a producing
coal operation at Fort Rupert until August 24, 1852
when Governor Douglas instructed them to move on
to Nanaimo where a coal seam had been discovered.
His son James Dunsmuir became
premier of British Columbia and later,
lieutenant governor of the province. The
Boer War Connection. Inspired by British
exploits in the Boer War in South Africa,
James Dunsmuir named the town itself after the
siege of Ladysmith and the streets after famous
officers.

George VI
May 12, 1937 - George VI
was crowned at Westminster
Abbey in London, following
the abdication of his brother,
Edward VIII. King George
reigned until his death in 1952. He was succeeded by
his daughter Elizabeth, the current reigning
monarch.

The Sir Walter Scott
Streets
In the middle of the city, a
smattering of passages bear names
chosen by a onetime city staffer and fanboy of
literary figure Sir Walter Scott. Thus, we have
Dinmont, Midlothian, Nigel, Peveril, and Talisman
near Queen Elizabeth Park, and apparently why we
have Waverley, Woodstock, Durward, Ivanhoe,
Marmion and Glengyle sprinkled around elsewhere.
https://www.vancourier.com/news/how-some-of-vancouver-sweirdest-streets-got-their-names-1.23636431

Sir Walter Scott, 1st Baronet FRSE FSA Scot was
a Scottish historical novelist, poet, playwright, and
historian. Many of his works remain classics of both
English-language literature and of Scottish
literature. Born: August 15, 1771, Edinburgh, United
Kingdom, Died: September 21, 1832, Abbotsford The
Home Of Sir Walter Scott, United Kingdom

Leg-in-boot Square, so-named in 1976
This name was inspired by an account
recorded by Stuart Cumberland in The Queen’s
Highway (1887):
Stuart Cumberland was an English mentalist
known for his demonstrations of "thought reading".
Cumberland was famous for performing blindfolded
feats such as identifying a hidden object in a room
that a person had picked out or asking someone to
imagine a murder scene and then attempt to read
the subject's thoughts and identify the victim and
re-enact the crime.
Born: 1857, England, United Kingdom
Died: 1922, London, United Kingdom
https://www.vancourier.com/news/how-some-of-vancouver-sweirdest-streets-got-their-names-1.23636431

The Heritage
Hall

Granville Mansions
(later Sears stores now
Nordstrom) were built in 1906 for
William Farrell at a cost of $125,000.
He was an Englishman, 50 years old, a partner
in the brokerage of Farrell & Tregent. He lived in the
West End on Nicola Street (at Pendrell). William
Farrell moved to Vancouver with his wife Jessie
Maude in 1891 as the first General Manager of
the Yorkshire Guarantee and Securities
Corporation. The company was backed by wealthy
woolen merchants in Huddersfield in Yorkshire, and
had extensive interests in early Vancouver, including
a controlling interest in the Vancouver Loan and
Securities Corp., and the city’s street railway (now
B.C. Hydro).
"The original Yorkshire company,
The Yorkshire Guarantee and Securities
Corporation Limited, was incorporated in 1888, only
two years after the incorporation of the City of Vancouver. Ever since that date the Yorkshire has been
enmeshed in the growth and aspirations of British
Columbia. . . ." The Yorkshire Trust Company
was established in the 1880s and existed until 1988.
The Yorkshire Trust financed BC Electric (now B.C.
Hydro)
https://changingvancouver.wordpress.com/tag/granville-mansions/
Image source: City of Vancouver Archives CVA 371-820

is an historical
building in
Vancouver, dating
back to 1914 and classified by the City as a
designated heritage building. It is located on Main
Street, in the Mount Pleasant neighborhood.
The building was designed by architect

Archibald Campbell Hope to serve as a post
office. Reportedly, the design was derived from a
misdirected set of plans that were meant for another
city in the Prairies, which got the smaller building
meant to have been constructed here. In the 1970s
the building was briefly occupied by the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police, before being transformed
into a community arts venue in the following
decade. The Hall stills keeps this function today,
besides being used as a venue for weddings and other events.
Designed by Archibald Campbell Hope (18701942) practised in Vancouver, B.C. from 1908 until
his death here. Born in Bradford, England on
28 November 1870.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heritage_Hall_(Vancouver)

Fort Langley
Community Hall is a
large, classic revival building
set back on a spacious
property on Fort Langley's
main street, Glover Road
and was another project of Archibald Campbell
Hope.

Notable Dates
The Battle
of Hastings
The Battle of Hastings
was fought on 14 October 1066 between the
Norman-French army of William, the Duke of
Normandy, and an English army under the
Anglo-Saxon King Harold Godwinson, beginning the
Norman conquest of England. It took place
approximately 7 miles (11 kilometres) northwest of
Hastings, close to the present-day town of Battle,
East Sussex, and was a decisive Norman victory.

The Battle
of Trafalgar
The Battle of Trafalgar
(21 October 1805) was a
Painter Denis Dighton’s imagining of Nelson
naval engagement fought
being shot on the quarterdeck of Victory.
Credit: National Maritime Museum
by the British Royal Navy
against the combined fleets of the French and
Spanish Navies during the War of the Third Coalition
(August–December 1805) of the Napoleonic Wars
(1803–1815).

The vernal equinox (March)
conventionally marks the beginning of spring.

June 21st. Summer Solstice (or estival
solstice), also known as midsummer, occurs when
one of the Earth's poles has its maximum tilt toward
the Sun. It happens twice yearly, once in each
hemisphere.

The autumnal equinox (September)
marks the beginning of autumn.

December 21st. Winter Solstice, (hiemal
solstice or hibernal solstice), also known as
midwinter, occurs when one of the Earth's poles has
its maximum tilt away from the Sun.

Ramsay’s
Biscuit Works
James Ramsay
(December 16, 1866 –
November 22, 1935) was
a Scottish-born merchant and political figure in
British Columbia. He represented Vancouver City in
the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia from
1920 to 1924 as a Liberal.
He was born in Aberdeenshire and later
operated a stationery store in Scotland. In 1891, he
opened a factory in Victoria, British Columbia.
Ramsay moved to Victoria six months later,
establishing a company that manufactured biscuits,
candies and syrup. Ramsay was a Vancouver
alderman for 7 years and chair of the Vancouver
School Board for 10 years. He was also president of
the local YMCA, president of the Canadian and
British Columbia Manufacturer's Association and
served on the board for the Vancouver General
Hospital and on the Vancouver Board of Trade.
Ramsay died in Vancouver at the age of 68.
His company's warehouse in Vancouver has
been designated as a heritage building by the city of
Vancouver.

TRIVIA:

May 1, 1707 - Great Britain was formed

from a union between England and Scotland. The
union included Wales which had already been part
of England since the 1500's.

King Richard I
20 May. 1191 English King
Richard I ‘the Lion Heart’
conquered Cyprus on his way to
join the Crusaders at Acre in north
west Israel. Edward I, also known as Edward
Longshanks and the Hammer of the Scots, was King
of England from 1272 to 1307.

The World’s first
Steam Engine 1712,

Ploughman’s Lunch
Stuck at home, don’t know what to make for
lunch, not able to get out. Check the fridge and make
a ploughman’s special lunch. A pub lunch can be just
beer, bread and cheese.

The first practical steam engine is
designed by Thomas Newcomen
(February 1664– 5 August 1729)
who was an English inventor who
created the atmospheric engine, the first practical
fuel-burning engine in 1712. He was an ironmonger
by trade and a Baptist lay preacher by calling. He was
born in Dartmouth, Devon, England, to a merchant
family and baptised at St. Saviour's Church on 28
February 1664. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Thomas_Newcomen

A ploughman's lunch is a cold meal of bread,
cheese, and can include butter and pickles.
Additional items such as ham or roast beef,
green salad, hard boiled eggs, and apple can be
added. Baby onions, tomatoes, carrots, celery,
radishes. Condiments can be salt and pepper,
chutney, mustard and Branston pickle. And to make
it a British pub lunch a good English, Scottish or Irish
beer. Try one today and you will feel you are in a
pub back in the British Isles.

King Charles II
29 May. 1660 Charles Stuart
entered London to become King
Charles II, restoring England’s
monarchy following Oliver
Cromwell’s commonwealth. Charles II (29 May
1630 – 6 February 1685) was King of England,
Scotland, and Ireland. He was king of Scotland from
1649 until his deposition in 1651, and King of
England, Scotland and Ireland from the 1660
Restoration of the monarchy until his death in 1685.

Chapman’s

Both Edward Chapman Woman

and Edward Chapman Ltd. trace their origins to
1890, when Chapman’s great-grandfather, who had
the same name, bought the Page Ponsford Bros.
clothing store and rechristened it after himself.
Chapman then sponsored Rea’s grandfather,
Ernest Rea, to immigrate to Canada from Ireland in
1910 and work at the business.
Subsequent generations of both the Chapman
and the Rea families worked in the business.
William Page Ponsford was born 15 Apr 1849
Islington, London Borough of Islington, Greater
London, England d. 12 Oct 1891 (aged 42)
Vancouver B.C. His father was John Ponsford, a
woolen merchant who was born in Newton St Cyres,
Devon, about 1808. John Ponsford died in London,
England on July 7, 1875.

