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EDITORIAL
The British weather can always be relied
upon to provide a talking point and this
winter has seen some extraordinary scenes
across the country, especially the recent
astonishing snowfall. It is always good to
see the response of our communities as
people step forward to support each other.
Neighbours who rarely have time to speak

find themselves cheerfully shovelling snow
and clearing pathways together, while
elderly housebound folk receive those extra
visits and offers of help with the shopping.
I am always impressed by the engagement
our many local branches have with their
communities. The reports from around the
branches in each issue of our magazine

show just how many events and activities
are organised by our dedicated volunteers,
enriching local life and English culture.
Here’s hoping that the promise of Spring,
and hopefully a decent Summer to follow
will bless your events with warm sunny
weather.

Laura
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Battle of Hastings, and has seen no battles
since the Civil War, we have not been afraid
to go out and fight to protect our country, at
the same time as protecting others. We have
a history of inventors, artists, statesmen,
explorers that cannot be beaten – and yet?
We are loathe to fly the English flag in case
we are accused of being racist, we are shy of
talking of our past achievements and heroes
in case we are labelled as imperialists.
We are not, in short, doing our country a
service. And apologising about everything
won’t get us anywhere either.
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The Society will be 125 years
old in 2019.

As we work towards a planned year of
celebrations, this is very good time to
decide who we are and what we exist for.
We are, of course, a Society of like-minded
people, who love our country, celebrate St
George’s Day and remember our history
and traditions. But what does that mean?
What impact do we have on the country
we love, how are we viewed by our fellow
countrymen who presumably also love their
country but don’t see the need to join us?
Perhaps it is time to change. Not to
throw the baby out with the bathwater, not
to forget our core remit of celebrating and
supporting our homeland, but to refocus on
what matters in this country today. There is
no escaping the fact that our membership
is decreasing year on year and although
we have a good solid core of members and
continually attract new ones, we are not
appealing to a younger generation or the
mixed culture of this country today.
Part of that may be that we are too
reticent – too English?– to stand up and
say that we are proud of our country. Most
people are proud of the country that they
were born in, over the centuries many
people have laid down their life, their health
or their sanity to protect the country that
they love, and we are no different. Although
this country has not been occupied since the

Special Responsibilities
Standard Bearer – Lt. Col Leslie Clarke
Deputy Standard Bearer – Major Robert A Peedle MBE TD
Yachting Association – Bob Smith
Photography – Fred Pearson and Georgina Burges
This Journal is sent free to all full members and is available
for purchase at£3.50. Opinions expressed in articles or
advertisements are those of the authors and advertisers
and the contents do not necessarily reflect editorial or
official RSSG views. This Journal may not be reproduced
in whole or in part without the permission of the Editor.
Opinions expressed in articles or advertisements are those
of the authors and advertisers and the contents do not
necessarily reflect editorial or official RSSG views. We
reserve the right to refuse any advertisement or article
without giving a reason. E&O.E.
Design and Reprographics: Jim Duggan
Tel: 01233 632969. Mob: 07714451952
Printed at: Wyndeham Grange Ltd, Butts Road, Southwick,
West Sussex BN42 4EJ • Tel: 01273 592244
ISSN Number: ISSN 2046-8369

Proud of our country
4

ST GEORGE FOR ENGLAND

Part of that may be that we are
too reticent – too English?– to
stand up and say that we are
proud of our country
We need to look around us and re-focus
on what our country needs from us. It is
a very different country from the one that
most of us were born into. We don’t have
an Empire for instance, but we do have
Brexit. And Brexit (how I hate that word)
is a very mixed blessing – this could be a
time to establish what our country is and
what it means to all of us, or it may turn out
to be the worst of all possible worlds, and
it has already been a very good excuse for
extremists to show their true colours.
Everything moves so fast nowadays,
particularly technology, and trying to keep
pace leaves one quite breathless. Our young
people are moving fast too, holding down
jobs, paying mortgages, raising children, at
a much more frenetic pace than we did. We
are not the only Society or organisation that
suffers from lack of young blood and we
have to accept that.
But we can re-focus on what we can do
for our country and how we can support all
those who give so much to it, and who also
love it. Our armed forces and armed forces
charities, charities that support the homeless
and disaffected, support mechanisms for
young people who have lost their way, the

ran smoothly, the telephone and emails were
answered and that the administrative face of
the Society continued as normal. They are
both absolutely amazing and we are very
lucky to have them.

School Affiliation
police, our doctors and nurses. I could go
on, but each of you will have a charity or
cause that is close to your heart, your family
or your business for some reason and you
will understand what I mean. We are a
Society with a big heart and a lot to give, its
time we made that clear to everyone around
us.
As important as our history is to us, its
not the most important thing. The most
important thing is to show how we can
reach out to those around us and make a
difference.

Cyril Horsford

Friday, 9 March was Grandparents Day at St
Ives School in Haslemere and also the day
when the Head teacher, Kay Goldsworthy,
received the school’s Affiliation Certificate.
St Ives is the second school to have
affiliated with the Society, and we are
delighted to welcome them. It was a lovely
afternoon, we were beautifully entertained
by the children, who were all incredibly
talented, and I very much look forward
to seeing them all again soon. They are
certainly planning to send representatives to
the Cenotaph, as Camelsdale School have
for the last two years, and I know they will
enjoy the day as much as we do.

North Hants Branch

I was so sad to learn of the death of Cyril
Horsford, the Society’s former Honorary
Registrar. He was a lovely, charming
and courteous man, with a wicked sense
of humour and I was very privileged to
know him. Our President has written an
appreciation of Cyril in this journal, but we
do hope that, if his family allows, it might
be possible to hold a thanksgiving service
for his life in the months to come and to
have the chance to share more memories of
this unforgettable man.

I am very sorry to advise that the North
Hants branch has had to close, due, as
is so often the case, to lack of members,
most particularly those who will take on
administrative roles. I’d like to take this
moment to thank everyone involved with
the branch very much for all they have
done to support the Society over the year,
and I wish them well for the future. I hope
that branch members will remain with the
Society, and consider joining another branch
nearby.

Administration Centre

Database

I will record here my thanks and admiration
to Liz and Chantzi (Jade) for organising
and executing a seamless transfer from
the office at Church Hill to a home office.
Not only did they source storage, removal
people, telephones, re-direction services and
everything else that goes with moving an
office, but they packed, unpacked, decided
on priorities for storage, spent an enormous
amount of their free time meeting the
various contractors involved – and all this
as the same time as ensuring that the office

St Ives School, Haslemere

Unfortunately, the General Data Protection
Regulations Act is not going to go away –
indeed, it comes into force on the 25 May
this year – and the Society is working
towards compliance, with the invaluable
help and guidance of John Oakley. Please
read the letter that is inserted with this
Journal, which gives you the facts and
outlines your rights and our duties. It is
important that you understand how this new
regulation affects you.
It has long been the practice by many

branches that their members are informed
by news letter or email of forthcoming
activities or events. Although members have
been happy to receive these communications
in the past, from May the GDPR classify
these communications as unsolicited
marketing and advertising and so it will
no longer be an acceptable practice. To
continue to receive publicising events in
this way, each member has to be asked
individually for their consent. This is
referred to as an Opt-In process (i.e. you
have to reply to an email or letter written
specifically to obtain your consent). Verbal,
general enquiry or Opt-out assumption
is not permissible. As a result you will
be receiving an email or letter from your
branch asking for your opt-in consent. Once
this is done and out of the way, we can
hopefully carry on as normal.
The whole concept behind the Act is that
your data is owned by you, and you have
a right to know who has it and what they
are going to do with it. That makes a lot of
sense, its just a pity that the Act uses the
such a large legal sledgehammer to crack a
rather small nut.

Branch Closures

I have mentioned previously the problems
we have experienced with branches
collecting Society membership fees from
their members and not passing them on
to the Society. I have also advised that we
have had to make the decision to close
a branch if they continue to withhold
fees after a number of requests. City of
Birmingham branch has now not paid any
fees to the Society for three years, have
not replied to any correspondence, and are
now formally closed. I hope that members
of that branch will remain with the Society
and will contact our office to ensure that
this happens. We are also very sorry to say
goodbye to Sultanate of Oman branch, for
the same reasons.

Stephen Hawking

I have just heard that Stephen Hawking has
died and I am very sad. He was part of all
our lives, an amazing man with a brilliant
brain, a wonderful sense of humour and
an incredible amount of courage. He
was given two years to live when he was
twenty-one, and he has just died at the age
of seventy-six, an example to us all of what
mind over matter can achieve. You don’t
get the feeling that he ever felt sorry for
himself either – as well as being a world
famous physicist, he was also an actor,
a raconteur (despite speaking through a
computer since 1985) and a party animal.
And a man with a way with words – I will
leave you with these: “It would not be
much of a universe if it wasn’t home to the
people you love.”
Best wishes

Joanna
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The General Secretary, RSSG, P.O. Box 397, Loughton, Essex IG10 9GN, United Kingdom
Telephone: 020 3225 5011

email: info@rssg.org.uk

I wish to apply for Membership of the Royal Society of St. George.
By signing this form I declare that I have read, understood and agree with the principles and terms of the Society and agree
to further its Objects as set out in the Royal Charter (as published in the Journal and at www.rssg.org.uk).
Title: …………
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I wish to apply for Membership of the Royal Society of St. George.
By signing this form I declare that I have read, understood and agree with the principles and terms of the Society and agree
to further its Aims and Objectives (as published in the Journal and at www.royalsocietyofstgeorge.com).
Title: …………

Full Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Signature: …………………………………………………………….
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Membership Fee:
Full:
£25.00 p.a.
Joint:
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Other (please see details in the journal or website)
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*Note: Published fees are for UK only. Please contact the Society Office for other rates and appropriate payment methods.
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This page is part of the Membership Application Form and concerns your personal privacy
Declaration
The Royal Society of St. George (RSSG) will hold certain personal information (known as ‘Personal Data’) about you. Personal data is information
from which you, as an individual, can be identified. Without this information the RSSG is not able to include you in its membership.
The information we will collect about you
Identity:
Name, Title, Decoration
Date of Birth,
Occupation (optional)
Membership type
Contact details:
Postal Address,
Telephone No. (landline and/or mobile),
Email
And, if paying by direct debit or standing order: Details of bank account.
How will this Information be used?
Authorised persons within the administration of the RSSG, process this information in order to communicate, promote and manage its activities,
collect annual subscriptions and for general administration. If you choose to belong to a branch of the RSSG, authorised members of the branch
administration will also process your information in order carry on similar actions at branch level.
The RSSG will ensure:

Your information will be processed fairly and legally.

If for some specific purpose further personal data is required, it will not be collected without notification and terms of use.

Sensitive personal data (as defined in the data protection regulation) about you will not be collected or processed by the RSSG without
your explicit written consent.
Who do we share your data with?
With the following exceptions, the RSSG will not share your data with any third party:

There is specific written consent by you.

It is necessary for the day to day administration of the member’s database. This is protected by a legally binding non-disclosure
agreement.

The company that prints and distributes the St. George for England Journal.
International
Currently the only activity that crosses international boundaries is the distribution of the Journal.
If an event arises requiring your data be sent by the RSSG beyond the EU, then it will only by your permission or legal scrutiny.
How long will we keep your data
Your data will remain on the database for as long as you are a member. The last change made will be logged by time and date of change together
with the IP address of the authorised person. When you leave, your data will be truncated to name, years of membership and reason for leaving.
What rights do you have.

You have the right to see the personal data that is held about you and have a copy provided to you or someone else on your behalf, in an
electronic format and at no cost.

If you believe your personal data we hold is inaccurate, you can ask to have it corrected.

Where you have given consent for the RSSG to process your personal data, you can withdraw that consent at any time.

You can request your personal data be deleted
Further details of the terms and conditions are available at: www.rssg.org.uk.
It is possible for an article to appear in a Royal Society of St. George publication or website which includes a reference and photograph of you.
I give permission for my picture to appear in the Royal Society of St. George publications
I have read, understood and accept this privacy notice

Signature: __________________________________________

Date: ___________________
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The Royal Society of St. George

Incorporated by Royal Charter Patron: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
President: William R. Firth
Chairman: Joanna M. Cadman.

WREATH LAYING CEREMONY AND CADETS PARADE
THE CENOTAPH, WHITEHALL, LONDON

SATURDAY, 21 APRIL 2018
EVERYONE WELCOME
We are pleased to confirm the details of our Annual Wreath Laying Ceremony at the Cenotaph.
The event will be taking place on Saturday, 21 April 2018.
We, the members of the Royal Society of St. George and guests, will meet at 10.15 am at King Charles
Street (just off Whitehall – nearest Underground Station Westminster on the District and Circle lines) prior
to the Service of Remembrance and Wreath Laying scheduled for 11 am.
Around 500 Members of three Cadet Forces, accompanied by music from their band, will be on Parade
and the Salute will take place immediately afterwards.
At approximately 11.30 am our official party will move on to Westminster Abbey for a wreath- laying
service at the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior which will take place at around 12 noon.
A luncheon will be held at the Cellarium in Westminster Abbey at 1 pm.
Further details from the Administration Centre.
Please tell your family and friends and join us in London on this spectacular occasion which is held
annually to remember all those who have served our country and the Commonwealth as part of our
Society’s St. George’s Day Celebrations.

Please contact Liz to order your wreath by Tuesday, 3 April
RSSG, PO Box 397 Loughton IG10 9GN
Telephone: 020 3225 5011
Email: info@royalsocietyofstgeorge.com Website: www.rssg.org.uk
Facebook page – www. facebook.com/RoyalSocietyofStGeorge - Twitter account - @RSStGeorge
Join us on LinkedIn – The Royal Society of St. George Official Group.
ST GEORGE FOR ENGLAND
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TRUST REPORTS

Charitable Trust
Do you know a young person who is raising money so
that they can be involved in a charitable cause, perhaps
a trip to Kenya to build classrooms or a project with their
school to help the homeless in their town?
That is exactly what the Society’s Charitable Trust exists
for, to help and support young people in our country who
are doing something worthwhile. Thanks to a substantial
legacy given to the Trust, invested wisely, we have funds
available and welcome applications.

Generally, the Trust will make a grant of somewhere in
the region of £500 to an individual, and would want to see
evidence that they were making serious efforts to raise
money themselves.
You can see from Albert’s report below, and from the individual reports that follow, that we have been able to make
a substantial difference over the last year. Let us make a
difference to someone in your life.
Joanna Cadman, Society Chairman and Trustee

Forty-two branch Members and guests
of the City of Westminster branch were
in attendance on 20 February 2018, at a
luncheon held within the Medal Room of
the Honourable Artillery Company, to see
their branch Chairman, Alan Broomhead,
present a RSSG Charitable Trust Match
Funding Grant and Certificate to Vice
Admiral Sir Neville Purvis (pictured
above), not only President of the branch
but former Chairman of the Trustees
of the Sea Cadet Corps. This Match
Funding grant was towards the City of
Westminster branch Sea Cadet Bursary
Fund which had been set-up in memory
of their late Chairman, Bob Sewell, who
in his youth, had been a sea cadet

Charitable Trust Award Presentations
Emily Trappen:

On Sunday, 28 January, RSSG Chairman,
Joanna Cadman attended the Haslemere
Branch Chairman’s Post Christmas Drinks
and Canapes event and presented the
Charitable Trust grant to Emily Trappen
(bottom left), for funding towards her trip,
with Operation Wallacea, to Indonesia.
During this trip environmental research will
be undertaken, within local communities,
which will help these communities to gain an
awareness of the ecosystem around them. We
look forward to receiving Emily’s report.

Jacob Walsh:

On Wednesday, 7 February, Trustees

10
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Albert and Shirley Hankers were invited to
attend the Upper School morning assembly
held within The Chapel at the impressive
St George’s College, Weybridge, which
enabled them to present a Charitable Trust
Grant to Jacob Walsh (bottom right), a
sixth-form pupil at the College. This grant
is towards his trip to Lourdes with the
Hosanha House Children’s Pilgrimage. On
this trip Jacob will assist those less-able
Pilgrims. We look forward to hearing about
his experiences on this trip within the report
which he has promised to provide for ‘St
George For England’. The ethos of this
caring school is expressed very well in the
school prayer:

O Lord, give us the wisdom to
know ourselves, the humility to accept
ourselves as we really are, and the courage
and independence to defend what we know
to be right.
Help us to respect the needs of others, being
always ready to dedicate our own talents to
their service.
Give us the strength to suffer the trials and
tensions of life with fortitude, and vision to
see through suffering to the peace which lies
beyond.
May we, by our tolerance, be a constant
support to each other, and a source of
strength to our families whom we commend
to your care.
Amen

Lewis Hounsham:

The Royal Society Of
St George
Charitable Trust

The Charitable Trust was very pleased to
be able to give a grant of £500 to Lewis
Hounsham (below), who is raising money
to build classrooms in Kenya this summer.
With the help of our grant, Lewis is now
more than half way to raising the money
he needs, and we look forward to hearing
how his trip goes in a future edition of the
Journal.

AJ Hankers
February 2018

D

URING 2017 The RSSG Charitable Trust received a total
of twenty-seven grant applications from a wide range of
individuals and organisations for a very diverse range of
projects.
2017 also saw the launch of Branch Fund/Matching scheme and
it was pleasing that The Liverpool City, Seahaven, Bradford and
Westminster branches all participated in this new venture.
Has your branch got a project which requires support? If so, please
let us know and we will consider your application.
2018 has started well with six grants approved at the Charitable
Trust February Meeting.

‘First Challenge’ Expedition to Romania

I

AM INCREDIBLY grateful for the
very generous donation from the Royal
Society of St George which allowed me
to travel to Romania and be challenged both
physically and mentally.
The trip meant I was able to take part in a
three-day trek, lake kayaking and a five-day
community project. All of which was very
rewarding.
The two weeks began with the trekking
which was very physically demanding as
we were walking on rough terrain for fivesix hours a day, carrying all our supplies
with us. The Romanian countryside was
stunning, and we were very lucky to have
such great weather during our hike. We even
walked across the remains of some World

Catherine Gallagher
War One trenches during our hike. After the
trekking we spent a few nights camping at
the edge of Lake Colibita where we spent a
day kayaking.
Then came our final stop of the trip, the
community project. During this project
we camped in the school’s field while we
helped them build a shed for all the wood
they use to fuel the wood burner that heats
the school in winter. We also blocked off
a sink hole, cut the grass outside their
school with scythes and painted murals to
decorate the outside of the school. While
we were staying there we even got to meet
the children who went to school there and
play games like stuck in the mud and duck
duck goose with them. The project was the

most rewarding part of the trip for me as we
could see the school which these children
go to every day was changing in front of
us, and also because of the gratitude of all
the children and adults helping us with the
project.
My favourite part of the trip, I think, was
working with the school because you really
felt like you were making a difference to
other people’s lives.
Overall this trip has been challenging in
every respect, enlightening and one of the
best experiences of my life. I will definitely
never forget this trip and I am incredibly
grateful for your donation helping me to get
there and allow me to experience this other
culture.
ST GEORGE FOR ENGLAND
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE BRANCHES
BATH
We had our Christmas Lunch at the
Cumberwell Park Golf Club, Bradford-onAvon, on Saturday, 9 December, and, as
always, they looked after us very well. Our
guest speaker was Chris Banner who gave an
interesting presentation about his time as a
volunteer teacher at a school in Tanzania. He
intends to return shortly and consequently is
learning Swahili the language mostly widely
spoken in east Africa.
I like art but my knowledge of it is
very limited. That said, there are two
paintings by English artists I can look at
and immediately identify the artist. One is
Landseer’s ‘Monarch of the Glen’; the other
is Gainsborough’s ‘Blue Boy’ painted during
the sixteen years the artist was living in Bath.
What is so remarkable about the latter is that
it is of no one well known, simply a young
lad dressed as a Cavalier. I will now gallop
through some of Thomas Gainsborough’s
life history up until the time he left Bath. To
go into any detail would take more than one
page. Thomas was born in Sudbury, Suffolk,
during the spring of 1727, the youngest of
eight. John, his father, whether from bad luck,
lack of business sense or a fondness for drink
seemed to have trouble keeping his head
above water financially and was once forced
to declare himself bankrupt only to be saved
from a debtor’s prison after being bailed
out by wealthier Gainsborough relatives.
Nevertheless, Thomas seems to have had a
happy enough upbringing. A bequest from
an uncle meant that, while still in his early
teens, he was able to go to London to take
up an apprenticeship and hone the skills that
were already apparent. Study I am sure he did
but he also became the eighteenth century’s
equivalent of, what we would call, a ‘yob’,

The Blue Boy, Thomas Gainsborough
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hanging about with other like-minded
youths, drinking and being a nuisance. At
nineteen, he married Margaret Burr, who
was a few months younger than himself. To
Margaret, Thomas must have been her ‘bit
of rough’, as she was the daughter, albeit
illegitimate, of the third Duke of Beaufort
who acknowledged her to the tune of an
annuity of £200 a year. This continued after
the death of her natural father until her
own death in December 1798. London was
probably too expensive for a married man
with a daughter, who tragically died aged
two. Talented though he undoubtedly was
he was but a small fish in a very big pond
or perhaps it was the death of his father
that made Thomas feel his place should be
with his widowed mother. Back in Sudbury,
Thomas and Margaret had two daughters
who fortunately did survive to old age.
Thomas managed to get a few commissions
from local people who had known him
and his family over the years. To Thomas,
portraits were simply a means of putting
food on the table. What he enjoyed most
and that never changed throughout his life
was painting landscapes. Alas, they weren’t
money makers. He and his family moved to
Ipswich hoping finances would improve. One
big problem was that Thomas was a social
animal and, as such, an enthusiastic member
of the Ipswich Music Club where I am sure
the music was sublime but the drinking
prodigious. It was not unknown for him
to spend days in drunken oblivion. It must
have been about this time Margaret decided
she would take control of her husband’s
income, earning for herself the reputation
of a battle-axe, but who can blame her. It is
said a certain Philip Thicknesse persuaded
Thomas to move to Bath in 1758 but maybe
he didn’t need much persuading. Bath was
near to the Beaufort Estates as well as being
known as the place where the nobility and
well-to-do like to gather during the ‘season’.
His time in Bath was very fruitful. He started
off living near the Abbey and ended up in
The Circus. Business was so brisk he kept
putting up his prices hoping to stem the flow

but still requests for portraits kept coming.
Two titbits so you can get the flavour of the
man. According to a very informative book
by James Hamilton, Thomas Gainsborough
loved music, would attend many concerts
and be in raptures over the performances but
convinced he could perform equally well if
he possessed the instrument he had heard
being played so would offer vast amounts to
buy it from the (I am sure startled) performer.
Sometimes he would get the desired
instrument; sometimes he had to make do
with a replica. In any case, talented painter
that he was, a talented musician he never
was. Once, Thomas became deathly, ill to
the extent that his ‘death’ was reported in the
local paper. This was thought to be brought
on by a combination of overwork and
venereal disease. Yes, Thomas liked to mix
business with pleasure on his trips to London.
Eventually, he obviously felt established
enough to move permanently to London and
hold his own with the then king of the art
world, court painter, Sir Joshua Reynolds.
Gainsborough Pictures, founded in 1924
by Michael Balcon, were based in an old
power station in Hoxton, which nowadays
houses a block of flats; a blue plaque on
the outside wall informs passers-by that it
was once a film studio. A Gainsborough
film always started with a lady dressed in
a Georgian period costume looking out of
an ornate frame. This was said to represent
Thomas Gainsborough’s portrait of Sarah
Siddons.
Finally, I discovered on a visit to Bath’s
Victoria Art Gallery, that plasticine was
invented by William Harbutt who although
born in Newcastle in 1844 came to Bath to
take up the position of headmaster at the
School of Art. So exasperated did he become
that modelling clay dried out so quickly
he added an oil based secret (at that time)
ingredient to the clay making it more pliable.
Thus, it is thanks to Mr Harbutt that Wallace
and Gromit are as we see them today.

Thomas Grainger, Self Portrait

Bristol’s Lord-Lieutenant Ms. Peaches
Golding, OBE, has agreed to become
President of the City of Bristol branch
of the Royal Society of St George. Ms
Golding succeeded Mrs Mary Prior, CVO,
MBE, last April upon her retirement as
Lord-Lieutenant: Mrs Prior was of course
a staunch supporter of this society, and
I have every reason to expect that Ms
Golding will be an equally enthusiastic
President of the Branch.
As in previous years, we will have a
post-Christmas lunch party, this year for
three separate reasons a little later than

usual. It is the sixth year in which we have
had one of these informal lunches: they
have always proved very popular, and
always with good quality food.
The luncheon party – for members and
guests – is again at the University and
Literary Club, 20 Berkeley Square, Bristol,
at 12.30 for 1 pm on 26 February 2018.
As last year, the very reasonable cost of
£18.50 per head will cover a traditional
English three course lunch, with coffee.
This Club is a private members’ club
established in 1890 in a magnificent
Georgian building at the corner of
Berkeley Square, which was once intended
as the Bishop’s Palace.

Natural World series ‘Supercharged Otters’.
Daphne is a celebrity herself – an author,
actor and conservationist. So it will be a
fascinating afternoon.
Planning is well advanced for our
St. George’s Day Service in Gloucester
Cathedral and it has every indication of being
another well supported occasion. This is the
highlight of the Branch’s year and we are

delighted that so many people from within
and outside the county come along and help
us celebrate our Patron Saint.
Further information about the Branch
and its activities can be found on both the
National website and the Branch website
www.rssggloucestershire.co.uk or contact
Margaret Fuller, Branch Secretary, on 01291
625069 or rssgglos@woodbro.plus.com

CITY OF BRISTOL

GLOUCESTERSHIRE
Patron: Dame Janet Trotter, DBE,
CVO, Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant for
Gloucestershire
President: Councillor Pam Tracey, MBE
Chairman: Mrs. Pat Ayres, MBE
Gloucestershire Branch was delighted to
learn that our Patron, Dame Janet Trotter,
was appointed a Commander of the Royal
Victorian Order in the New Year’s Honours
List.
As mentioned in the previous issue, we
sadly lost our former Chairman, Stephen
Wright. Despite being so poorly Stephen
had been trying to organise a concert to
raise funds for Beverston Church. His friend
Vernon Harwood took over the organisation
and several members enjoyed a lovely
evening of Gloucestershire prose, poetry and
songs at the beginning of December. The
event raised nearly £1,000 for the Church and
I am sure Stephen would have been pleased
with that result.
This year the Branch will celebrate its
fortieth anniversary. It is gratifying that
we still have members who were ‘in at the
start’. Indeed our founding chairman, Mike
Smith, is a Vice President and continues to
be involved and interested in the Branch’s
activities, and Rhoda Bamford, who took
over from Mike as our second Chairman, is a
member. Such continuity of interest is a good
basis for any organisation, but we are pleased
we continue to welcome new members and
recruits to the committee, as new ideas and
fresh eyes are just as important.
The first event of the year was a New Year
lunch at Bowden Hall in January, which was
very well attended although sadly a couple of
members had to drop out at the last minute
due to the dreaded ‘flu’. Everyone there
enjoyed the lunch and all were give a slice of
celebratory anniversary cake to take home or,
as some did, eat there and then!
Our next event is a talk by Daphne Neville
with her otter, Rudy, in early March. Rudy
is a star of the small screen – he appeared
in The Durrells on ITV and also in the BBC
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HALIFAX AND DISTRICT

During the Christmas period, The Halifax
Minster decided to hold a ‘Christmas Tree
Festival’. The intention, to decorate the
splendid Minster dating back to the twelfth
century, with a large number of Christmas
trees installed and funded by local
businesses and organizations. And what a
fantastic scene it was, not only attracting
over 2,000 visitors who paid a small
entrance fee to help support the minster’s
upkeep, but bringing many townsfolk into
closer contact with several organizations

they possibly had not heard of before.
Perhaps the Royal Society of St George
might be one of them?
Consequently a tree, carefully decorated
by members, but led by President Geraldine
Carter, used just red and white baubles to
form our renowned cross and was much
admired. Leaflets, the text of which was
taken and printed from our own website,
were available on the pews in front of
the tree and quickly vanished as visitors
picked them up for perusal. Hence it was an
excellent, yet inexpensive way of informing

the public of the background and history of
the Society and its aims and objectives.
The photograph shows the tree in place
in the foreground along with a couple of
others from supporting organizations. Canon
Hilary Barber said that the display of some
thirty-two trees ranging from five foot to a
great eighteen foot was such an attraction
and created such a fantastic ambiance in the
wonderful old church, that the festival may
form an important annual event in the years
to come. Halifax’s RSSG’s Branch is likely
to be back!

DO YOU HAVE A FACEBOOK PAGE?

If you do, please do search for the Royal Society of St George in the Facebook search
bar and ‘like’ our page. Please post updates on our page about your branch activities
and events. Please also add photos and relevant links if appropriate. If you like a link
on our page, then please do ‘share’ it to your own profile page and this helps to
promote our Society to potential new members.
We are also on twitter, so please do follow us on @RSStGeorge and help widen the
reach of our updates by retweeting them to your followers.
Finally, we now have a group set up on LinkedIn where members and non-members
can join and connect to potentially do business with each other, or share helpful
business hints and tips. If you have a profile on Linkedin, please do request to join our
group. You will find it by searching for ‘Royal Society of St George Official Group’ in
the search bar within Linkedin.

14

ST GEORGE FOR ENGLAND

NORTH DOWNS
President: Group Captain Patrick Tootal
OBE
Stuart Millson, Chairman
At the time of writing this report, midKent was in the grip of winter – the North
Downs landscape covered in snow. A
picture-postcard scene indeed – and the
same can be said for our Branch Christmas
dinner, held at the historic King and Queen
inn at East Malling.
In a dining room adorned with elegant
seasonal decoration, landlord David Drury
and his staff, served an excellent, traditional
Christmas dinner – complemented by the
fine wines and local real ales which have
made this establishment a front-runner in
the county’s food and drink awards.
This year, the Branch shared its
festivities with the Kings Hill Rotarians
(their immediate past-President, Mrs.
Becky Turner, was present); the Order of
St. George (now officially linked to The
Royal Society of St. George); and the
Grand Priory of England – the Knights
Templar. From the latter organisation, we
were pleased to welcome Sir Robert and
Lady Worcester, and the Grand Prior of the
Order, the Chevalier Paul Grant. Earlier

on in the day, the Knights gathered at East
Malling church – St. James the Great – for
their annual Nine Lessons and Carols,
presided over jointly by the Rev. Gordon
Giles (chaplain to the Knights) and the Rev.
Nick Williams, vicar of East Malling. Dr.
Michael Walsh, composer and Master of

Music for the Priory, delivered a splendid
performance for the service as organist.
At our Christmas dinner we also
welcomed other important guests, including
Mr. Barry Theobald Hicks of the Royal
British Legion in Sidcup, accompanied by
Mrs. Barbara Fielder; Cllr. Alexa Michael
(Conservative) from the London Borough
of Bromley; Cllr. David Thornewell
(LibDem), Chairman of East Malling and
Larkfield Parish Council; and Cllr. Daniel
Markham (Conservative) from Tonbridge
and Malling Borough Council.
After the singing of many carols and
Christmas songs, our fundraising raffle
succeeded in raising £130 for the North
Downs ‘house charity’, the Leybourne
RSPCA Animal Rescue Centre – ending our
20th anniversary year on a high note!
Pictured left: Wing Commander Mike
Sutton, Deputy Chairman of the North
Downs Branch, speaking at the Branch’s
Trafalgar dinner, last October. Thanks to
Mike’s efforts, the evening succeeded in
raising a substantial sum of money for the
Royal Navy Charity. Many of the people
at Mike’s table are recent recruits to The
Royal Society of St. George, and we look
forward to welcoming them to future
events.

WARWICK

St George’s Banquet to be held in St
Mary’s Hall Coventry on Saturday, 21
April 2018.
We are fortunate to have Michael

Collins as our guest speaker, flying over
from Milan for the occasion.
He has just updated his book St George
and the Dragons – The Making of English
Identity
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SEAHAVEN
President: Laurie Holland
Chairman: Bob Peedle MBE
November saw the branch supporting the
Remembrance Day Commemorations
in Peacehaven, Newhaven and Seaford
with wreaths laid at each location and
the Standard, carried by Frank Holland,
at Peacehaven for their joint service and
parade with nearby Telscombe. A few

days later we were on parade again at the
Seaford Cemetery where there is a memorial
commemorating the West Indian, Irish and
Canadians who were stationed and died in
the area during the First World War.
After our Christmas lunch at the
Willingdon Golf Club we were proud to
support a local charity, Teddy Treats. One
of their events is to take local disadvantaged
or disabled children to a pantomime.
Our branch paid for the hire of the coach

which took them to Eastbourne for this
treat, and the amount raised was matched
by the Society’s Charitable Trust with a
further grant to give them special presents
and treats at the event. Twenty children
benefitted this year.
For our New Year lunch we returned to
the Inn on the Park at Deanlands and were
joined by David and Ann Blight, who run
the not-for-profit project, Starfish. This
provides training and support to recovering
stammerers. The branch has helped them
out with gifts over the years. This time
they needed a new video camera. The old
one had lasted them many years and had
reached the end of its life after the previous
course, so a new one was needed quickly
before the following course. This is used
to record each client on the first day of the
course. They are asked to say their name
and where they come from. Many of them
are unable to do so, but by the end of the
three day course the change in each of
them is remarkable, and in many cases life
changing.

There was an ovation when it
was confirmed that the branch
has retained what we call our
“Centurion” status

On 14 November the branch was out in force at the Memorial for the Irish, West Indian and Canadian
Troops who were garrisoned and died in the Seaford area during the First World War. Our Standard
carried by Frank Holland was on parade and he was inspected by the Lord Lieutenant for East Sussex, Mr
Peter Field. A wreath was laid on behalf of the branch by President, Laurie Holland.
16
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We had some sad news in that the Revd
David Farrant, our former Branch Chaplain,
died. His funeral was attended by many
members and our branch Standard carried
by Frank Holland was in attendance. He
resigned as Chaplain a couple of years ago
following a stroke and he has been sorely
missed. David’s funeral was on 16 February
but that evening we lost another member,
Charles David Schueler. He had been a
founder member of the branch in 2010 but
before that had been with the old South
Downs Branch and the Jakata Branch,
of which his late wife, Joyce had been
branch secetary. A former Deputy Mayor of
Seaford, Chairman of his political party’s
local branch and a member of Probus. He
died quietly in his sleep in a local nursing
home.
On 9 February we returned to Willingdon
Golf Club for our AGM. It was attended
by forty-four members and over thirty
apologies were received. The AGM was
followed by a buffet when members
mingled at this delightful social event. Two
new committee members were voted in.
There was an ovation when it was confirmed
that the branch has retained what we call our
“Centurion” status, with everyone renewing
membership on 1 January keeping our
numbers over 100.
Some details were announced of the 2018
Veterans and Armed Forces Day, for which
the branch is joint partner with Seaford

The Society’s Charitable Trust cheque was handed over by Branch President,
Laurie Holland to Brenda Edwards of Teddy Treats at the King’s Head Public
House in Seaford. It was witnessed by Cllr Linda Wallraven, Mayor of Seaford
and consort Liz Holland (both branch members) and Licensee Rob Willis
(branch member) acted as Father Christmas. The Pub takes its name from
Elvis Presley, the King, of whom Rob Willis is a first class impersonator

Town Council arranging it for the whole
of the District of Lewes and surrounding
towns and villages. This year it is on
Saturday, 30 June. Some members had
contributed funds in case they were needed
for this. In the event they were not and
all agreed that this money should be used
in some way to commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the ending of the First World
War. The committee is now considering
the suggestions, such as the planting a
commemorative Oak Tree and financing

Following the branch’s New Year Lunch, President Laurie Holland presented
a new movie camera to Anne Blight to help with the work of the Starfish
Project

First World War Battlefield tours for one or
more members of the local cadet units.
Planning is in hand for St George’s Day,
when we meet for a service in St Andrew’s
Church, Alfriston and the bells are rung at
6 pm. We encourage other churches in the
area to also ring their bells at 6 pm. The
service is followed by a formal dinner in
the presence of the Lord Lieutenant for East
Sussex at Deans Place Hotel. The branch
will be publicising the day during March
and April with leaflets and press articles

urging other organisations to do their own
celebrations of our Patron Saints day.
It was disappointing to see our two
page illustrated report was missing along
with another branch from the last edition
of the Journal. It was a publishing error
and we received apologies from the Editor
and Publisher. We are most grateful to the
Publisher, Jim Duggan for sending a printed
copy of the missing report so that we were
able to put it as an insert when sending
copies of the Journal to our civic leaders.

INTERESTED?

If you have any ideas, concerns or if you would like to
join our Society, please give me a call on the following
telephone number:
07973 574 091
or email: dennismbe@riversideyp.org

Dennis Stinchcombe, MBE – Youth Council Member
If you have any material regarding our Society for our Youth, please forward to our administration
centre:
The Royal Society of St George, Enterprise House, 10 Church Hill, Loughton, Essex
IG10 1LA
For more information check out: www.royalsocietyofstgeorge.com
Please keep viewing our website
Or contact Dennis Stinchcombe on: dennismbe@riversideyp.org
Please “like” our Facebook page – www.facebook.com/RoyalSocietyofStGeorge.
Follow us on Twitter account – @RSStGeorge
Join us on LinkedIn – the Royal Society of St George Official Group
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OVERSEAS BRANCH NEWS
BRITISH COLUMBIA
Congratulations to Steve McVittie, who has
just been elected as President of the Royal
Society of St George, British Columbia
Branch.
We have an exciting year planned.
We have in place a large number of
activities and events planned for 2018.
The GALA event for the year will be the
St. George’s Day Weekend where we have
a large number of associate organizations
supporting us at a festival at the

MELBOURNE
Douglas Clowes. President
On 9 September a small group of the
Society attended a delicious afternoon tea
at Elisabeth’s house. Many thanks to the
Bettoni family.

Roundhouse Community Center, 21 April
The highlight of the weekend will be the
formal Banquet on 23 April where we have
world renown Disk Jockey, Red Robinson,
as a guest speaker on his relationship with
the British Invasion rock bands of the fifties
and sixties. We have a number of businesses
supporting us this year with British and
Celtic Events.
For this weekend we requested
proclamations from the Province of
British Columbia and the major cities in
B.C. I have also applied to the Federal

Government of Canada requesting that 23
April be formally recognized as St. George
Day in Canada. Should you have any
questions or suggestions please feel free to
contact me.
As the sponsor of the Brit Ex-Pat meetup groups we have become more active in
working with the members to have activities
of interest where they may eventually
become members of the RSSG. I speak as
one who in the past has looked back and
said “gee I wish I would have gone to that
event.”

On 13 September we had the AGM and
Battle of Britain luncheon followed by
an interesting address by Sqn Ldr Daryll
Topp.
We meet each month on the second
Wednesday and enjoy good company and
good fellowship.

Editor: Douglas very kindly sent a
copy of Sqn Ldr Topp’s address, which
is so good that I have taken the liberty of
reproducing it further into the Journal for
your enjoyment.

from the Royal Society for their selfless
contributions. Our event resulted in the
recruitment of ten new members who we

are thrilled to welcome. Plans are now
underway for our annual High Tea on 23
April to celebrate St. George’s Day.

CALIFORNIA
The Royal Society of St. George,
California Branch is growing in size and
enjoying delightful events. On 21 January,
2018 we hosted a fabulous Italian Brunch
in West Hollywood to promote the society
and encourage new members. The sold
out event on a glorious sunny day featured
champagne and cocktails in a beautiful
private outdoor garden, followed by a
delicious brunch in an intimate private
dining room.
The highlight of this wonderful day
was a fascinating talk by our member Dr.
Craig Paterson (Fellow of The Society of
Antiquaries of Scotland) on “British Orders
of Chivalry.” Dr. Paterson provided a
beautifully illustrated booklet accompanying
his talk which included an overview of each
order along with many lovely photographs
of Her Majesty the Queen wearing them at
official functions.
Both Mara New, our Champagne sponsor
and Dr. Paterson were presented gifts
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THE GIFT

The Gift
water slowly running. There was nice low
music come from the bar.
It was lovely there, sitting with the very
slight breeze and the warmth of the sun and,
without realising it, I started to day dream. I
drifted back to the days of my youth, when
as a young lad I used to play, and saw again
the lake with the still waters and the trees
around the lake, all green and full of leaves,
and the mountains behind with white topped
snow caps standing against the blue sky.
Reflected in the lake, it just looked like an
old oil painted master piece. Then my mind
saw the autumn, as the leaves on the trees
now turned to reds and golds, yellows and
browns, the reflection turning the lake into a
real picture. Then, the leaves falling, making
a carpet on the ground, and the trees with
their branches pointing up to the sky, as if
they were saying “don’t worry, we are just
going to sleep for a while, we will be back
again next year”. My mind moved on to
winter, with everything covered in snow, the
light glinting on the frost, a beautiful sight.

Just then, I came to, it was still warm
with the nice cool breeze, the sun was now
starting to slip below the horizon and soon
would be setting in the west. I could hear
a nightingale singing its evening song, a
horse neighing some over to my right. As I
sat there, the sky now getting darker, I could
see the stars just beginning to show.
I now looked at the vast area of space and
realised just how small we are in the make
up of things, just a single drop in a great
ocean, we are nothing really. Thinking about
all this beauty around us, I thought how
blind we really are. How many of us really
open our eyes to see, our ears to hear and
our hearts to feel, for there is so much out
there, God’s gift for us to enjoy. The gift of
Mother Nature, nothing can beat it or even
challenge her. Oh, if only we could go back
to those days of youth, when we could see
the great pleasures of life, when things were
easier and the world was at peace, and just
for once see this great gift that God gave us
and thank him for it.

Picture: Georgina Burges

T

HERE IS NOTHING finer on a
lovely summer evening than sitting
outside an old fashioned village
public house or coaching inn with a nice
cold beer.
I had been out walking all day and came
across a lovely old fashioned village, so
decided to stop. I went inside, it was really
old world: old solid Oak furniture, beams
and posts, old horse brasses and horns,
straps and pictures all over the walls. The
owner behind the bar was polite and I asked
for a nice pint of cold beer. He smiled, and
served me a good pint, it went down really
well so I ordered another pint and walked
into the garden.
There were old tables and chairs spread
out for people to sit outside, the grass was
cut well and short, the flower borders full
of flowers and neatly kept, with apple trees
and fruit trees around the outside. I sat in the
shade of one of these trees and looked at the
country stretching out before me, over the
fields down to the river, with the clear blue

Ron Strong

ST GEORGE FOR ENGLAND

19

BATTLE OF BRITAIN SPEECH

Battle of Britain Speech to the Royal Society of
St George, Melbourne Branch

W

ELL MIGHT YOU ask why
would we remember and celebrate
an action that took place 10,000
miles from our shores and seventy-seven
years ago. Straight away we have been
accused by extremists in our society of
clinging to an imperial dream and being
shackled to an age of empire, when in fact
nothing could actually be further from the
truth.
Members of the RAAF are the usual span
of people with their individual preference
from one side of the political spectrum
to the other, but the Battle of Britain
commemoration is not tied to any romantic
or idyllic dream of empire nor does it have
anything to do with the political debate on
Australia’s constitutional destiny. But it does
have everything to do with a concept of war
fighting that is central to the operational
activities of the Royal Australian Air Force,
and that is the concept of Air Power.
Hitler had planned the invasion of
England, Operation Sealion, and that was
scheduled to begin straight after the fall of
Dunkirk and the retreat and final withdrawal
of British forces back from France to
fortress England. However, one thing stood
in Hitler’s way. To launch such an invasion
he must have total control of the air over
the invasion space, otherwise his barges
and the supplies and reinforcements would
be at high risk and so would the invasion.
With that in mind, Hitler told Goering to
destroy the Royal Air Force, gain control
of the air and do it in six weeks. So, the fat
Reichmarschell had a go. So did the Royal
Air Force and unfortunately Goering came
second.
In 1940, from 10 July until 31 October,
the Royal Air Force Fighter Command
thwarted the German Luftwaffe’s attempts
to gain air supremacy over Southern
England, averting possible invasion. Royal
Air Force pilots claimed to have shot down
about 2,600 German aircraft but figures
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13 September 2017
By Wing Commander Daryll Topp
compiled later suggested that the Luftwaffe
losses were more likely nearer 2,300.
The efforts of the Royal Air Force
were not without significant sacrifice: 915
British craft were lost and an estimated
544 of the 2,927 aircrew of the RAF were
killed. British aircrew numbered 2,353
or eighty per cent of the flyers involved.
The remainder were not British, many
coming from parts of the British Empire,
particularly Australia, Canada, New
Zealand and South Africa. Nearly 3,000
were awarded the Battle of Britain clasp.
I will not bore you with a blow by blow
description of the battle, suffice to say it was
the very first occasion that the aeroplane
fought a large battle solely as an instrument
of war.
Let me just go back a pace to 1937,
when the then Air Council decided that
the minimum number of fighter squadrons
necessary for the defence of the Home
Islands was fifty-two – given that the
Nazi threat emanated from within the then
geographic borders of Germany. At the
outbreak of war on 3 September 1939 there
were fifty-nine fighter squadrons in the
UK. However, by May 1940, with the drain
on front line squadrons to France to try to
stem the German advance through the Low
Countries and into France, the remaining
fighter squadrons at the disposal of the
Air Officer Commander in Chief Fighter
Command Royal Air Force, Air Chief
Marshall Sir Hugh Dowding, was a mere
thirty-six squadrons, now facing a threat
from much expanded borders from as far
north as Norway to the Mediterranean coast
of France in the south. Very few indeed to
stem the numerical might of the Luftwaffe.
It was most fortunate that Hugh Dowding
and his predecessor, ACM Sir Edgar
Ludlow-Hewitt, had a clear picture of the
real task and how to meet it.
We now call the tactics by the name of
Defensive Counter Air and we have had

over sixty years and many actions and
experiences to refine and define the doctrine.
Dowding was starting out with an untried
recipe for what could easily become a
Hemlock Cocktail. It could well have been
the ‘poison chalice’.
In the great scheme of things, Defensive
Counter Air is described as “all measures
to deny the enemy control of the air by
attacking his intrusive air power and
nullifying his attack”. And that is just what
Dowding set out to do with his few assets.
He maintained air patrols over known
enemy approach lines, he maintained an
effective ground support system coupled
with timely intelligence and very aggressive
interdiction by his fighters. In other words,
he had his air assets in the right place at the
right time to meet the threat and he had the
benefit of early radar warning and effective
command and control over the battle
space and managed his assets to their most
effective limits.
To support his combat action, he had an
effective ground support system, one aspect
of which saw the refuelling and rearming
of a fighter in just twenty-five minutes on
average, and he had a supply system in both
men and machines that was able to keep
pace with battle casualties, albeit with a
fair bit of stretch in the rubber band. But,
above all, Dowding was able to maintain the
tempo and keep the Germans under constant
and intense pressure. It finally paid off but
it was a very close run thing. For those
air power reasons, we today celebrate and
commemorate the Battle of Britain as the
first demonstration of air power as we know
it and for the manner in which all those
principles and tactics were proven beyond
doubt.
Editor: Unfortunately, the last part of
Wing Commander Topp’s speech has got
lost in transit, but I felt that what we have is
very worthy of publication as it stands.

NEWS
English Companions

The inaugural meeting of the new Surrey
group of The English Companions will take
place at Kingston History Centre, Guildhall,
High Street, Kingston-upon-Thames
KT1 1EU, on Saturday, 6 October 2018,
starting at 11.00 am. The speaker will be Dr
Helen Swainger who will give an illustrated
talk on the subject: “Saxon Kingston:
Evidence and Myth”.
Afterwards we will have an opportunity
to see the Anglo-Saxon Coronation Stone
and will then visit the “Where England
Began” exhibition at the nearby All Saints
Church in the historic marketplace. It is
believed that seven Anglo-Saxon kings,
from Edward the Elder to Aethelred the
Unready, were anointed and crowned at
Kingston.
The event is free to attend. Please contact
Andy Smith, email wordsmithreviews@
yahoo.co.uk, tel 07737 271676, to book
your place. All gesithas welcome.
http://www.tha-engliscan-gesithas.org.uk/

Ardingly Annals:

December 1945
Charmaine Gardner found the following in
her late brother’s school magazine and we
are so grateful to have this lovely picture of
a bye-gone age:
During the course of last Summer Term
the School received a visit from Lord
Leconfield, the Lord Lieutenant of Sussex,
on the occasion of the presentation of a
Flag of St George to the School by the
Royal Society. This event marked the
commencement of the affiliation of the
Junior Training Corps at Ardingly to the
Royal Society of St George. Ever since that
day a large number of people in the School
have taken a keen interest in the Royal
Society and have read with enjoyment the

Society’s literature placed at their disposal
in the library. Consequently, when we were
sent particularly of an Essay Competition
sponsored by the Society, a considerable
number of entries were received, despite the
fact that entries were limited to the more
senior forms in the School.
We were very pleased to hear of the visit
to be paid to the School on 8 December by a
former Governor of Ceylon, and a prominent
member of the Society, Sir Graerne Tyrell,
K.B.E., C.M.G. His picture is sure to prove
both interesting and educative. This is not the
place to discuss the aims of this Royal and
patriotic Society, but it will suffice to say that
it strives, and does not strive in vain, for the
advancement through the world of our Native
Lane.
R.J.P

David Newton

It is with great sadness that we have to
report the sudden death of David Newton.
David ran the Society’s website for many
years, with great efficiency and flair, and
also helped a number of branches with their
own Society websites.
As Liz, our General Secretary, said:
“David was always so helpful and cheerful
and always made a point of coming and
spending some time with us in the office
when he was in England”. He will be very
much missed and our thoughts are with his
wife and family.

Donation of a Rum “Grog Tub” to the RNA fully funded by RSSG Bolton Branch.

St George,
Kidderminster

Ron Bubb has sent this photograph of
the gates of the church of St George,
Kidderminster. The entrance is no longer
used, as it fronts onto the busy A456
Birmingham road out of town.
They were designed, welded and painted
by Bert Hinton, a Lay reader of the church
in 1961. There is also a similar designed
single gate on a pedestrian side entrance to
the churchyard.
St George’s is one of the so called
Waterloo churches, built following the battle
of 1815 with Government funding. It was
destroyed by fire in 1927 and rebuilt to the
design of Sir Giles Gilbert-Scott, the famous
architect after whom a road near the church
is named. Among some of his other designs
are Liverpool Anglican Cathedral and the
familiar red telephone kiosk.
Editor: Ron risked life and limb standing
in and dodging traffic on the busy road in
order to take this photograph. Thank you
very much Ron!
ST GEORGE FOR ENGLAND
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Awards for Jeffrey Long
Editor: Jeffrey walks an amazing number of
miles each year for charity, including eightsix miles last year to celebrate his eighty-

sixty birthday. As you can see, his incredible
achievements have been awarded by life
membership with the RBL and a “Point

of Light” award from the Prime Minister.
Jeffrey, we are honoured to have you as a
member. Keep walking!

Membership Fees

The change in membership fees and structure, as mentioned in the
autumn edition of the Journal and discussed at the AGM in 2017,
has generally received a good reception. Our members recognise
that the current structure is confusing and agree with the proposal
that those paying their Society fee through a branch and those
paying directly should both pay the same. We also proposed that
there should be less types of membership – all our members are of
equal value to us and we have no wish to differentiate between those
who love this country who were born in it and those who love it who
were born elsewhere.
Our proposals are set out below and will be discussed and voted
on at the AGM, which will take place in early autumn. If they are
approved, they will come into force from the 1st January 2019.
Joanna Cadman Chairman

Proposed Membership Types
Membership Type
Youth

Criteria
Up to the age of 18 (or in full time
education)*

Full Individual
Full Joint
Life
Joint Life

Over the age of 18 – Supporting
the aims and objects of the
Society*

International

* All members must be proposed and seconded by existing member

Proposed Fee Structure
Type

Royal Society of St. George Membership Fees

Branch

Joining

Branch Fees

Annual

Branch Only

Youth

£0

£5

N/A

Single

£15

£20

£7.50

Joint

£15

£30

Life

£500

Joint Life

£750

Overseas

£50

£10.00
N/A
N/A

£50

As defined by the individual
branches

N/A

National Branch

£100

Int’l Branch

£100

£200

N/A

Affiliate Branch

£100

£100

N/A

N/A

Schools

£0

£0

N/A

N/A
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The Royal Society of St. George
The Premier Patriotic Society of England

Incorporated by Royal Charter: Patron: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN

Battle of Britain Luncheon
Friday, 14 September 2018 - Time: 12.30 pm for 1 pm

Venue: The Royal Air Force Club, 128, Piccadilly, London, W1J 7PY

Price – £65
Please note tickets will not be sent out this year, guests to register their names at the
RAF Club reception on the day.
Price includes: Champagne reception, followed by an excellent three course meal,
fine wines served throughout, coffee and mints.
Guest Speaker – Air Chief Marshall Sir Stephen Dalton
Please come and join us at our Annual Luncheon.
Dress: Men – lounge suits – Ladies – smart attire

This is a very popular event, so please book early to avoid disappointment.
Please return to Elizabeth Lloyd at: The Royal Society of St. George, Administration Centre,
P.O. BOX 397, Loughton, Essex, IG10 9GN, England
Telephone: 020 3225 5011
Email: info@royalsocietyofstgeorge.com Website: www.rssg.org.uk
Facebook page – www.facebook.com/RoyalSocietyofStGeorge - Twitter account - @RSStGeorge
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..........................................................................................................................................................................

I would like to have ……………….. place(s) @ £65 each at the Battle of Britain Luncheon,
at the Royal Air Force Club, on Friday, 14 September 2018.
My cheque for £………………………. is enclosed, made payable to The Royal Society of St. George.
Name: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(Capitals please)
Address:……………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………….
Post Code:………………………………………. Telephone: ……………………………………Mobile:……………………………………
E-Mail address: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Guests’ Names: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Special Dietary Requirements………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

On behalf of the Royal Society of St. George, we thank you for joining us at this event.
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ALAMEIN

Seventy-fifth Anniversary of the Battle of Alamein
Jon Boddy

I

WOULD LIKE to inform all members
of the Royal Society of St. George that
I attended the seventy-fifth anniversary
of the Battle of Alamein at the El Alamein
Commonwealth War Cemetery, Egypt on
Saturday, 21 October 2017.
This was part of a ten-day tour organised
by Steve Hamilton of ‘Western Desert
Battlefield Tours’ from Birmingham.
I attended this ceremony to honour my
late uncle and namesake John (Jack) Boddy
who I believe fought with the Fifth East
Yorkshire Sixty-Ninth Brigade, Fiftieth
Tyne Tees Division and survived but with
severe traumatic stress disorder.
The ceremony was attended by the
President of Egypt – Abdel Fattah el-Sisi
who arrived by attack helicopter, and also
in attendance was the Governor General of
Australia – General Sir Peter John Cosgrove.
Unfortunately the Royal Family were
not directly in attendance – neither the
Prince of Wales nor Duchess of Cornwall.
The Duchess of Cornwall is the Patron of
the ‘Desert Rats Association – Seventh
Armoured Division Alamien to Berlin’.
The ceremony was attended by 200+
mainly local embassy dignitaries and but
included a sole survivor from Greece.
The ceremony was held in clear skies and
bright sunlight and was warmly enjoyed
by everyone present. I was sitting on the
front row right next to the highest ranking
German officer in Egypt who gave a speech
in German.
It is eternally shameful to me that
this historic ceremony event would be
‘bypassed’ with no direct royal presence.
Prior to this ceremony we stayed at the
luxurious Mena House Hotel, former
hunting lodge and palace of King Farouk.
The hotel has direct views of the Great
Pyramids of the Giza plateau which also of
course includes the Great Sphinx.
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I had a tour of the ‘Churchill Suite’ in the
hotel and we also visited the ‘Monty Bar’
in the Cecil Hotel in Alexandria. We also
visited ‘Aboukir Bay’ site of the famous
‘Battle of the Nile (1798)’ where Lord
Nelson annihilated Napoleon’s fleet. We
visited the ‘Rommel Museum’ and I visited
the Sinai peninsula, location of the ‘Yom
Kippur war’ in 1973. The tour group visited
the location where Captain Charles Upham
won his second WWII Victoria Cross at the
Battle of Alamein
Captain Charles Upham is the only
‘Double Combatant Victoria Cross Winner’
ever and the only WWII winner (1941 and
19420. He was captured and sent to Colditz
Camp but returned to New Zealand where
he died in 1994 aged eighty-six.
Captain Charles Upham’s ‘Double
Combatant Victoria Cross Winner’ feat

is unparalleled and unequalled and
unsurpassed.
Note 1 – The Battle of Alamein the last
Great British Imperial Battle in History
(1942) was Churchill’s ‘End of the
Beginning’.
Note 2 – ‘El Alamein Seventy-fifth
Anniversary Memorial Tour’ 17-26 October
2017, Western Desert Battlefield Tours –
Steve Hamilton
Note 3 – ‘Fiftieth Royal Tank Regiment
(RTR) – The Complete History (1939 –
1946)’ from Alamein to Berlin – Stephen D.
Hamilton
John Boddy BSc (Maths and Physics –
London) – Citizen of Canada and the UK
Born: ‘War Baby’ Hull, East Yorkshire
– Married: Barbara at Alexandra Palace
London
Editor

MYTHS OF ENGLAND

The Sunken Church of Bramcote,
Nottinghamshire

E

NGLAND IS A COUNTRY full of
tales and myths, some only known to
the local community. One such myth
is the sunken church of Bramcote, which is
recorded in the Domesday Book. No doubt
at this time the church was made of wood
standing in a prominent position at the top
of Town Street.
In the twelfth century there was on the
same site a small stone church serving a
community of about thirty people.
With the start of the industrial revolution
there was an explosion in the population,
frame knitters, coal miners and domestic
servants to the gentry moving into the area.
The old church could not accommodate the

David Bennett
population of 700 and the graveyard was
overflowing. A new church of St Michael
and All Angels was built on land given by
the local squire.
Three bells and the font of the old church
were transferred to the new one. The timber
bell frame was left in situ. But the main
body of the church was demolished and the
stone taken to build a boundary wall round
the new church.
The old church tower was left standing to
house memorials and artefacts. Over time
the tower and grounds fell into disrepair.
Adding to the mystique of the area a colony
of bats had moved in.
One can imagine the local population

discussing the demise of the old church, as
it was situated in its prominent position, by
saying, ‘The old church looks as though it
had sunk into the ground’.
The myths continued. In 1978 a
policeman on patrol saw a dark shadowy
figure walking towards him. The constable
shone his torch and the light passed through
the figure onto a gravestone. After radioing
to the station, the constable was joined by
no less a person than the police inspector. A
search of the area was made but there was
no trace of the ghost!
Some residents thought it was the ghost
of a monk but one elderly local put forward
the story of a coachman who had murdered
his girlfriend, a servant in the village. He
was so remorseful he committed suicide
before he could be arrested. ‘Could this
shadowy figure be the coachman looking for
redemption?’
Today the tower and grounds are being
renovated and restored by the Bramcote Old
Tower Trust, who have been given a grant
by the Heritage Lottery Fund. Alabaster
memorials have been restored. The
stained glass window over the east door,
representing a sunrise, has to be replaced.
Storage space, kitchen and toilets are to be
built to make the site even more attractive to
the local community and visitors.
The trust chairman said of the old tower,
‘Once it was at risk. Now it has a more
sustainable future and there’s so much more
to be discovered and so many things we can
do’.
ST GEORGE FOR ENGLAND
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ENDNOTES

Endnotes, February 2018
On the blue shore of silence, the music of Peter Seabourne; Echoes of Land
and Sea, from Somm Records; Copland, An Outdoor Overture, from the BBC
Philharmonic, reviewed by STUART MILLSON.

Peter Seabourne

B

ORN IN 1960, and subsequently
a student of Professor Robin
Holloway, the composer Peter
Seabourne has dedicated his musical
career to the pursuit of accessible music,
with works that are not necessarily tonal
or easy. He declines to follow trends or to
compromise.
Speaking to the composer at the
beginning of this year, after having spent
a week playing a considerable number
of his recordings on the contemporary
Italian and European Sheva label, I gained
the impression that Peter Seabourne has
undertaken a long journey in music –
producing in his gargantuan Steps piano
sequence a body of work that dwarfs
Bach’s Well-Tempered Clavier, Chopin’s
Etudes and Shostakovich’s twenty-four
Preludes and Fugues. I know of no other
contemporary composer who has assembled
such an organic, constantly progressing,
seemingly unstoppable collection of music.
It all began, says Seabourne, in a small
labourer’s cottage, presided over by a kindly
grandmother. “It was an upbringing similar
to Carl Nielsen’s,” observes the composer,
a great admirer of the Danish symphonist.
“Although from a rural place, my music
never became self-consciously part of that
English tradition, but the open air inspired in
me some sense of purity and reality, a sense
of life and living, rather than being confined
or inward looking.” The “childhood passion
for composing” led, initially to promising
things, as Peter recounted: “I was fortunate
in 1980, to win a place at Cambridge, to
26
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read music and study with Robin Holloway.
I then moved to York University and during
these student years won two national
prizes.” But despite this early recognition
and success, an artistic crisis ensued: “I
felt after a while that I didn’t have a clue
what I was doing. I was writing in a clichéd
modernist style, and I believed that it was
music of no value. And so, I stopped –
destroying my works, or rather, sealing them
in a box – mentally burning them.”
What was it about modern music of the
time that caused this reaction? “Modernism
was all-pervasive. You played the game,
following the serialists – atonalists – who
wrote the right thing to get the right jobs
in music, or the commissions. Modernism
in music, as in art, deifies and damns, it
tolerates no deviation. It is dire – the North
Korean syndrome in music. You start to
believe your own myth. So I left music and
became a schoolteacher, but then in 2001,
came a sudden reawakening. I felt the need,
in music again, to say the simplest things
in the simplest ways. A veil lifted up, a
revelation of the obvious, and beauty came
back. I – and most of the composers of my
time had forgotten what music was for.”
Despite these events, Robin Holloway’s
influence has never disappeared.
“Something has coalesced out of all the
influences with Robin. I have grabbed
something different from my time with
him, but I have always followed Robin to
some extent. His music is formed from an
eclectic soup, but it has a convincing unity.
There are other composers, too, such as

Schoenberg, Messiaen and Chopin who
I don’t really like in some ways, but who
have influenced me. Schoenberg’s stretched
tonality fascinates. Writing tonal music
again was, for me, a grand gesture of relief.”
And so to the music itself. On the Sheva
label (catalogue number SH082) we can
gain an immediate impression of Peter
Seabourne’s delicate, Debussy-like chamber
music, with a composition for cello and
piano entitled On the Blue Shore of Silence.
Performed by Olga Shutko, cello, and
Myroslav Dragan, piano, the movements
– variously evoking ‘Two Butterflies’ and
‘Des roses sur la mer’ – create a sense of
the suspension of time itself; you are put in
mind of the ethereal gardens, or flocks of
birds in Takemitsu’s sound-world.
In volume two of the piano sequence,
Steps (made up of three books), the
inspiration switches to the world of Leonardo
da Vinci, the result of a 2006 family holiday
to Tuscany. Peter described the moment:
“Over the course of the two weeks in Italy a
number of pieces started to take shape. From
the outset I had the firm idea that my music
wouldn’t try to create musical equivalents of
Leonardo’s conceptions. Instead, I wanted
to try in some way to enter his mind and to
capture something of his seemingly endless
moments of inspiration as suddenly as it
occurred to him that one could fly, see distant
objects, polish mirrors, re-route the course of
rivers, mechanise warfare . . . My aim was
to try to give the pieces a sense of ‘being
composed while one listened’; as if at any
time an idea could almost bubble up . . .”
So volume two begins with a threeand-half-minute sequence of Flying
Machines, the mind suddenly taking flight,
with music of startling originality and in the
second book, we encounter a Tank, followed
by Polishing Imperfections in Glass, and
then – exactly as is meant in the title – A
Moth to the Light. Performed with brilliance
by pianist Giovanni Santini, these pieces
have an instantaneous impact.
In Steps, Volume Five, Sixteen Scenes
before a Crucifixion, pianist Allesandro
Viale is required to produce some literally
shocking chords (emphatic, resounding,
hammer-blows) and yet the work also
contains gentler moods, which reminded me
of one of John Ireland’s bubbling brooks,
or the essentially lyrical, yet edgy energy of
Arthur Bliss.
If anyone requires an introduction to
Seabourne’s music, YouTube provides
a performance of the world premiere
of the Piano Concerto No. 2, given by
the Academy Orchestra of the Czech
Philharmonic. The composer can be seen
in the audience, clearly enjoying what, for
him, must have been a landmark event. The
concerto begins with no great portentous

exclamation, no rousing call – but instead,
gently unfurls into existence, evoking
similar softer passages in Bartok, Prokofiev,
or Malcolm Arnold.
It is surprising that Peter Seabourne
is not better known. Although he takes
issue with modern music, his work clearly
belongs to the twentieth and twenty-first
century. Is it his refusal to join a clique,
or to follow a programme that has led, in
Britain, at least, to a certain isolation. A
new generation of Italian, Czech, European
and Chinese musicians, however, have
taken Peter Seabourne to their hearts. For a
composer who says that, as an Englishman,
he feels “part of the continuum”, belonging
to the lineage that gave us Elgar, Vaughan
Williams, Walton, Britten and Robin
Holloway, a sea-change for Seabourne will
hopefully manifest itself soon.
Next, Echoes of Land and Sea, a
collection from Somm of Britten, Ireland,
Holst, Kenneth Leighton and works
by a man better known as a singer, the
baritone Roderick Williams. Superbly
performed by Maria Marchant, well
known at Wigmore Hall and on Radio
Three, Williams composed his Goodwood
by the Sea especially for her – and has
also transcribed Ireland’s Sea Fever

(entirely for piano). But (for me) the most
interesting item on Somm’s well-produced
new catalogue addition is the Lancashireborn Ronald Stevenson’s Peter Grimes
Fantasy – a compression into seven
minutes of the atmosphere and some of the
main themes from Britten’s 1945 opera.
Stevenson, another overlooked name in our
country’s musical life, wrote no operatic
music himself but like Peter Seabourne,
produced a huge range of work for piano.
Holst’s Brook Green Suite, and some piano
miniatures written between 1924 and
1932, The Shoemakker, and Jig take the
audience into pastoral England.
Finally, a vista of 1930s’ America, with
John Wilson, conductor and the BBC
Philharmonic on the Chandos label. As
part of their definitive Copland series,
Wilson has resurrected An Outdoor
Overture (1938). The overture is redolent
of the idealism of the Roosevelt era –
‘American music for American youth’.
In 1937, Orson Welles directed a young
people’s play-opera called The Second
Hurricane, about heroic high-school
students involved in a natural disaster. The
conductor Alexander Richter saw this play
and asked Copland if he would produce
a similar work for his orchestra at the

School of Music and Art in New York. An
Outdoor Overture, in only eight minutes,
encapsulates all of the great Copland themes
– a drawing together of the ideas to be found
in the Symphony No. 1, Dance Symphony,
Statements and ballet scores, all on the new
Chandos disc and on other CDs in Wilson’s
retrospective.
The emotional centre of the piece is a
nocturnal episode, in which the orchestra
changes mood and tempo, as if a camera
angle has changed. We are gathered now
at a camp fire. The cellos play a theme that
evokes the America of the backwoods,
Appalachia riders taking a rest on a
prairie journey. My only criticism of the
performance is the subdued execution of
this sublime scene, the latter blending into
the background. But overall, I rate the CD
very highly, with the BBC Philharmonic
giving a persuasive view of America’s most
famous symphonist.
Peter Seabourne’s music is available on
the Sheva label
Echoes of Land and Sea is available from
Somm Records – SOMMCD 0174
Copland, An Outdoor Overture/Symphony
No. 1 etc. Chandos CHSA 5195
Stuart Millson is Classical Music
Editor of Quarterly Review
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Always Remembered … Never forgotten

We are now recruiting new members to join the
Battle of Britain Historical Society 2013 Ltd.
Members will receive bi-annual newsletters.
The Society has three main aims…
• To ensure the Battle of Britain is never forgotten •
• To erect plaques in places where the “few’ were educated •
• To look after the final resting places of the “few” •

SPRING / SUMMER 2017
Issue 155

LIFE MEMBERSHIP
UK Life members - GB £400
Overseas Life membership - GB £500

STANDARD MEMBERSHIP
UK members under 18 Years - GB £12 Annual Membership
UK members over 18 - GB £24 Annual Membership
Overseas members all ages - GB £36 Annual Membership

CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP
Corporate Members - GB £500
Corporate Sponsor - GB £1500

M E M B E R S H I P S E C R E TA R Y
Margaret Pulfer Email: bobhsmemsec@gmail.com Tel: 01424 814866
Web address: www.battleofbritain1940.net
Please quote ‘Britain at War’ when responding
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STONE
THE
DAM
SANS
BUSTERS

The Legend
of the Dam
Busters
Geoff Simpson

T

HE SEVENTY-FIFTH anniversary of
the attack by specially modified Avro
Lancaster bombers on German dams
occurs this spring. On 12 August it will be
100 years since the birth of Guy Gibson who
led the raid. This article by Geoff Simpson
marks both anniversaries.
At 9.28 pm on Sunday, 16 May 1943 a

signal was fired from the control caravan
at RAF Scampton, north of Lincoln. The
Lancaster bomber codenamed “E for Easy”,
rolled across the grass and became the first
of nineteen aircraft to set off for Operation
Chastise, the attack on dams of western
Germany.
The skipper of “Easy” was Flight

Upkeep bouncing bomb in position in the bomb bay of Guy Gibson’s Lancaster
28
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Lieutenant “Norm” Barlow, Royal
Australian Air Force. His wireless operator,
Flying Officer Charlie Williams, was also
Australian. He had fallen in love with an
English girl and they intended to marry as
soon as he returned from the attack.
The leader of the raid, twenty-four yearold Wing Commander Guy Gibson, took

Air Vice Marshal Ralph Cochrane, Wing
Commander Guy Gibson, King George VI and
Group Captain John Whitworth discuss the
Dambuster Raid during the King’s visit to RAF
Scampton on 27 May 1943.

The Möhne dam breached by Upkeep bombs

were well short of double figures in terms of
off, at the controls of “G for George”, at
operations flown.
09.39 pm.
There were casualties on the outward
Gibson was deeply experienced, both as
trip, caused, at least
a bomber pilot and
in part, by the very
flying night fighters.
Gibson was the first to release low level at which
Highly experienced
too were some of
his mine, or “bouncing bomb”, the Lancasters were
flying. One pilot
his comrades that
designed by Barnes Wallis
would later recall
night seventy-five
the moment when he
years ago. Within
seemed to be about to fly through the front
the legend of “The Dam Busters” has
door of a German castle.
grown the idea that all 133 men flying with
Gibson was the first to release his mine,
No 617 Squadron on the attack were hand
or
“bouncing bomb”, designed by Barnes
picked veterans. This is far from the truth. A
Wallis and codenamed Upkeep. His target
number of the aircrew about to make history
was the Möhne dam, twenty-five miles east
of Dortmund. He did not manage to breach
the dam.
Next to attack was “M for Mother”
skippered by Gibson’s close friend, Flight
Lieutenant John “Hoppy” Hopgood.
“Mother” was hit by flak and set on fire.
The Flight Engineer, Sergeant Brennan,
tried, it seems, to put out the flames while
Hopgood, wounded earlier in the sortie,
fought for height to enable the crew to
bale out. Eventually, two would survive
to become prisoners of war, Pilot Officer
Burcher, the rear gunner and Pilot Officer
Fraser, the bomb aimer. “Hoppy” died at the
controls when the Lancaster crashed.
Guy Gibson and his crew

Soon after this tragedy, success was
achieved. Flight Lieutenant “Mick” Martin’s
aircraft did not break the target, but the
mine from the next Lancaster, piloted by
Squadron Leader Melvin “Dinghy” Young,
caused a crack and the aircraft of Flight
Lieutenant David Maltby finished off the
Möhne. Gibson had been flying close to the
dam during these attacks trying to distract
the German gunners.
Shortly afterwards, with Gibson still
directing operations, the mine dropped by
the Lancaster flown by Pilot Officer Les
Knight breached the Eder dam. Damage was
also caused in attacks on the Sorpe dam.
Eleven aircraft returned to Scampton.
The last to land was “O for Orange”, flown
by Flight Sergeant Bill Townsend. He was
a brilliant pilot, but had still been deep in
enemy territory as dawn broke and had
managed to dodge the German fighters.
Now he was exhausted and, in front of a
large crowd, intent on cheering home 617,
Townsend made a very poor landing. Legend
has it that as he emerged from the aircraft,
badly disgruntled, a very senior officer
bustled forward and asked how it had gone.
Townsend snapped at him and walked off.
He had snubbed Sir Arthur Harris, the
formidable head of Bomber Command, but
apparently no grudge was borne. When a list
of thirty-four “immediate” decorations for
the raid was announced, Gibson had been
awarded the Victoria Cross and Townsend
was one of two NCO pilots to receive the
Conspicuous Gallantry Medal, second only
to the VC for non-officers.
Barnes Wallis had initially been jubilant
at the success of the raid. When it sank
in that fifty-six men had not returned
(only three of them survived as PoWs) he
became distraught. According to one of his
daughters, his distress at so many deaths
remained with him for the rest of his life.
Among the fifty-three airmen who died
during the raid were “Norm” Barlow, Charlie
Williams and their comrades in “E for Easy”.
Geoff Simpson is a member of the Royal
Society of St George and of the Royal
Historical Society. He is the author of Guy
Gibson – Dambuster, published by Pen &
Sword at £19.99. ISBN 9781781590553
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FIRST WORLD WAR VOLUNTEERS, COALVILLE

Famous Fifty
David Bennett

A

N ORIGINAL idea to remember
those from Coalville in
Leicestershire who volunteered
to fight in the First World War was staged
in the town’s market hall. The project
involved the whole community including
schools, guides, scouts, artists and
businesses.
It consisted of fifty life-size cutouts of
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men who were the first to volunteer to join
the army and go off to fight.
Each cutout represented one man and was
decorated by a particular local organisation.
The front of the cutout was for the group
to interpret as they wished. The back gave
personal details of the individual and was
painted black if they died in the conflict and
white if they survived and returned. Of the

fifty men who went, twenty-eight did not
return.
Inspired by Michael Kendrick’s book
Fifty Good Men and True, the exhibition
aimed to remind people of the town’s past.
Included in the exhibition is a mock-up
of a First World War trench and bunker
and murals with a display of art to provoke
thoughts on our past and future.

WINTER WALK

Fifteen Young Lads on a Winter Walk

I

Arnold Dearing

FOUND THE STORY entitled Four
Men on a Walk in the August 2016 issue
of St.George for England fascinating,
not just the endurance of the four men
who walked it but the fact that the almost
identical walk was completed in December
of 1957 by around fifteen Junior Leaders
from the then RAOC/REME Junior Leaders
School at Deepcut.
For some of us “victims” this was a
major challenge. I would guess that of the
ca. fifteen, ten like me were new entrants
to the Army having not yet even completed
our Passing Out Parade, our time in the
Army started on 10 September 1957.
Additionally many of us had been victims of
the 1957 Asian Flu epidemic which caused
numerous military as well as civilian deaths.
I personally was a victim and very nearly
died, I was unconscious in the Cambridge
Military Hospital at Aldershot for three
days.
All in all we were a pretty poor bunch
physically, of course none of us really
volunteered. When you are just over sixteen
years of age (remember this was 1957) and
have only recently got out of short pants,
when a drill Sergeant with a row of WW II
medals on his chest requests the pleasure
of your company on an adventure training

exercise, you jump to attention and say “Yes
Sergeant”
So, some few weeks after saying yes we
lads and some Permanent Staff members
found ourselves learning the rudiments of
packing old fashioned Army Rucksacks with
clothing and three days Compo rations. Only
those who served in the forces way back
when will realise the weight of tins of Mutton
Scotch Style and other such delicacies.
It was cold on the banks of the Solway
Firth so off we went and soon found
ourselves East of Carlisle and looking for
the Wall. It would be boring repetition of the
excellent story written by Alan Wanbon to
give the details of the walk we did. Let me
just say it was bone-chillingly cold and we
were in our own civvy clothes (it was not
a formal military expedition), tents of the
360 lb variety were put up for us at night
by the permanent staff but we did our own
cooking. There were no toilets, it rained and
snowed again and again. To make things
worse we were split into three patrols and
one patrol had to follow the exact course
of the wall, the other two were allowed on
paths or roads. At times we lads almost
disappeared into deep snow drifts.
I have only two deep memories of
the walk. Firstly one day when on the

Wall patrol, we had just had a break in a
farmyard in the middle of nowhere and for
amusement we decided that with our packs
on we would all try and swing ourselves
over the five-barred gate into the field
beyond where we had to go. Four of us
charged the gate and heaved our weary
bodies over it. To our sheer horror at the
other side, almost totally hidden by snow
was a large Belted Galloway Bull. It let out
a bellow and started moving from its lying
position. I think we all broke the Olympic
400 yards record running to the opposite
side of the field!
The second memory was at the end
of the walk in Wallsend where we were
accommodated at the Depot of the Royal
Northumberland Fusiliers at Fenton
Barracks. Before going to the cookhouse
I had the best shower of my life then and
since. Warm water and soap on my near
perma-frosted skin and dirt, oh heaven!
To the four gents who walked it at their
age I send my congratulations, they too
know about the hills and the wind and the
rain, they will surely be able to imagine
doing it as a skinny, immature Yorkshire lad,
less than 7 weeks out of hospital in a very
snowy December. But please chaps, don’t
invite me on your next expedition!

DO
YOU
SHOP
ONLINE?
If your answer is yes, then you are in an ideal position to help raise
funds for our Charitable Trust – and at no cost to you. Read on...
If you buy goods online or participate in grocery home shopping, then please check out the
“easyfundraising” scheme below, as our Charitable Trust can get a donation every time a purchase is
made through it by you.

Simply go to:
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/royalsocietyofstgeorgecharitabletrust
If you then wish to participate, sign up with the Royal Society of St George Charitable Trust as your
chosen charity, and continue shopping online as normal using this site as your portal.

There are over 2000 participating stores which include; John Lewis, Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Amazon
etc. It’s absolutely free to you and our Charitable Trust can gain donations from the participating
retailers of up to 2.5% or more of the value of your shopping when you use it.
What’s more, they will send you a confirmatory email once the participating retailer has processed
your transaction, letting you know how much has been donated to the Royal Society’s Charitable
Trust on your behalf.
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AN APPRECIATION

An Appreciation of Cyril Horsford, CVO
Fellow of the Royal Society of St George
Bill Firth

President R S St George

T

O COLIN COLE, condolences and an
appreciation, on hearing of the loss
of Cyril.
We met in 1988-89; enthused by Sir Colin
Cole as President of this world-wide Royal
Society.
We enjoyed the granting of the Armorial
Bearings, the closeness to the English
institutions and their traditions. The scope
for interpreting the Royal Charter as
society changed. The Armorial Bearings
to New York and the friendships there;
the changing opportunities for service
here and into the Commonwealth and the
ESU. The advent of the Common Market –
Devolution.
I never saw, his ‘raised eyebrow’ reaction,
at my being offered, thirty years later, the
role of custodian of the Presidency of our
Royal Society. Was there the smile, ever
knowing, ever wise?
I hope so, for at the time of Sir Colin’s
Presidency and through the numerous

Chairman, to whom I was ‘Vice Chairman’,
Cyril was the unselfish and committed
officer, constant to the Council’s purpose,
‘Englishness’ and the Royal Charter.
His considered advice, reliable
throughout those years of difficulty and
change, reflecting his role as deputy clerk to
the Privy Council, was vital to the good of
the Society. He was greatly appreciated, for
all that he was and all that he did.
Throughout the four years of my term as
Chairman, Cyril was a steadfast, unselfish
‘arm to lean upon’.
The reaction and positive recollections
by today’s Council to the sad news and the
contact coming in from those with whom we
worked so long ago, are very well received.
by me.
Putting these thoughts into the journal,
I ask as a friend, that everyone who
supports our purpose remember Cyril
Horsford as a gentle man, an officer with
impeccable contacts which he used so
generously for our benefit. I thank Joanna
for the photograph of Cyril, taken on

Don’t forget
Armed Forces Day
30 June
32

ST GEORGE FOR ENGLAND

the presentation of his ‘Fellowship of St
George’in 2016.
Mrs Horsford says that the “Fellowship”,
framed and on display, was a source of great
pride to Cyril and to her, daily, a reminder
of a much respected and admired friend
of our own premier purpose, ‘Loyalty and
patriotism for England.’
Time passes so very quickly, and we all
regret ‘if only’. Here now, we have the solid
case for our memories; with affection for
service to our purpose; continuous, steadfast
and from so long ago. A loyal, positive and
kindly, sometimes very funny, friend.
In the tradition of loyalty, patriotism
and gentle expression of England and the
Commonwealth; I have pride in putting
Cyril, with Sir Colin Cole, rightly and
confidently, here, into grateful memory
within our Royal Society,
I remember him well with gratitude. Cyril
Horsford CVO. Champion of our Royal
Charter, Fellow of this Royal Society of
St George; for which I have the honour to
speak.

ST MARY’S CHURCH, LASTINGHAM

An English Hidden Gem

L

ASTINGHAM in the Yorkshire
Dales is quite remote – mobile
phones may not get a signal there! It
is quiet, the village has a pub and a Church.
It is part of that Church which houses the
hidden gem.
The Church of St Mary, as with many
churches is built on a mound and at the
heart of today’s Church is an early Norman
Church which was built on or near a seventh
Century Monastery. Christianity has been
alive in Yorkshire since at least the early
part of the fourth century when it is recorded
that a Bishop of York attended a Council in
Arles in southern France.
Cedd from Lindisfarne founded the
village as a monastery in the Celtic
tradition. Little is known of this today but
the Venerable Bede said it is remote. It was
in 664AD when the Celtic or Columban
tradition met the Roman way and Cedd
was an interpreter. He however died of

Bob Peedle MBE, Fellow of RSSG.

the plague that year and was buried at
Lastingham. The first stone Church was
dedicated about 725AD and dedicated to the
Virgin Mary.
Today’s Church is the result of a number
of alterations and restorations but preserved
in the centre of the church is a unique
apsidical crypt, part of the Norman Church

of 1078. One descends via stone steps into
the bowels of the Church to a peaceful
and ancient crypt. This was part of the
church that may have been on or near an
earlier structure. Today, Holy Eucharist is
celebrated every Wednesday at 9.30 am in
the crypt.
The church is open every day of the year
and is open to visitors. Like many English
Churches its very existence is because of
funds raised by parishioners with donations
and fundraising events. Donations and
purchases by visitors form a large part of
this fund raising. It is a moving place to visit
and to sit in the crypt one gets the feeling
of being in a very ancient and holy place.
So if you are looking for a lovely English
Gem then it is a special place to make a
pilgrimage to.
For me a recent visit was a nostalgic one
as my late wife and I stayed in the village
for a holiday earlier this century.
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ST GEORGE FOUNDATION

St George Foundation Grant Report
January 2018
Alex Kaijage, Donor Manager
Name of the Organization: Tumaini la Maisha Tanzania
Date covered by this Grant: Oct 2017 – Dec 2017
Executive Director:
Dr.Trish Scanlan
Phone: +255 763 255 839,
Email:trishascan@hotmail.com
Second Contact
Name: Alex Kaijage, Donor Manager
Telephone: +255 652 412 609
Email: kaijagealex@yahoo.com
City: Dar es Salaam
Country: Tanzania
Grant Received: TZS 11,000,000 (Tanzania Shilling Eleven
Million Only)
Purpose of Grant: To cover the costs for addition Nurse’s to take
care of the Children with Cancer at TLM

Introduction

Tumaini la Maisha is a Tanzanian based NGO supporting the National
children’s cancer service. We work with the network of Children’s
Oncology Centres (coordinated through Muhimbili National Hospital and the Ocean Road Cancer Institute) and the Tanzanian Ministry of Health, community development, gender, elderly and children
(MoHCDGEC), and together we work to provide access to all aspects
of paediatric oncology care free of charge to all children.
TLM is running clinical and non-clinical programs in the process of providing treatment to children with cancer. The clinical part
mainly cover the medical treatment; whereas the non-clinical covers
various programs undertaken by TLM for the children with childhood
cancer and caregivers, these includes; school, play therapy, nutrition
and skill program for the parents/ caregivers.
We are honored to have The Royal Society of Saint George supporting children with Cancer in Tanzania through Tumaini La Maisha
Tanzania. Particularly this project supported the clinical part of the
program.

The Project

The project aimed at supporting the additional staff cost to pay for the
part time employed nurses to cover the existing nurse shortage.
The care and treatment of childhood cancers requires a lot of dedicated time and diligence. There has been a marked shortage of trained
nurses hence the available nurses are often required to work double
shifts beyond a normal working week schedule. TLM has been facilitating this essential over time costs.
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However, employment of additional nurses to cover this gap was
inevitable.
Tumaini la Maisha Tanzania employed four part time nurses to
cover for the existing shortage and ensure appropriate care for the
children undergoing treatment is maintained. An additional cost beyond the normal budget in a payroll was therefore being incurred.
Thanks to The Royal Society of Saint George for supporting TLM
to cover for this additional cost.

Achievements of the Project:

• The additional nurses have ensured provision of required support /
care for the children with childhood cancer.
• Ensured chemotherapy drugs are properly administered to the children
• Close monitoring of the children through frequent visits on their
physical state, as well as their emotional well-being

Project Costs breakdown

The fund received covered for the additional four nurse’s salaries and
related taxes as detailed below;

Acknowledgement

We wish to express our appreciation to the management of The Royal
Society of Saint George for the cooperation extended to the TLM
team on facilitating implementation of the project. It is our hope that,
such good working relationship will continue to be extended to our
organization during the implementation of the future arrangements.

SCHOOL AFFILIATION

The Royal Society
of St George and
St Ives School Haslemere
Shirley Hankers

F

RIDAY, 9 MARCH 2018 was
‘Grandparents Afternoon’ at St Ives
School, Haslemere. This was also the
afternoon when St Ives School became the
second school in England (the first being
Camelsdale Primary School in Haslemere)
to be Affiliated to The Royal Society of
St George. St Ives is a small independent
school for girls aged two to eleven and boys
aged two to seven that has been providing
local families with an education since 1911.
In the presence of over eighty
grandparents, The Mayor of Haslemere,
Cllr Malcom Carter and Consort, his wife
Sandie; The Head Teacher of St Ives School,
Mrs Kay Goldsworthy, received the RSSG
‘Affiliation Certificate’ and RSSG Plaque,
from the RSSG Chairman, Mrs Joanna
Cadman, who is also a RSSG Haslemere
branch Member.
The young pupils told the assembled
audience about St George and then Mrs
Cadman asked the young pupils if they had
any heroes. The responses ranged from:
‘mum’, dad’ and ‘grandparents’ to ‘Captain
America’!
Mrs Kay Goldsworthy said “We are
delighted and honoured to be the first
independent school to become a member
of the Royal Society of St George. We
naturally enjoy teaching British values and
culture and are already looking forward
to celebrating St George’s Day at the
beginning of next term”.
The afternoon progressed with the young
pupils showing their talents as musicians.

Budding pianists, flutists, cornet player and
beautiful solo singers. These performances
were interspersed with talented choirs from
each school year.
Unable to play any musical instrument
himself, Cllr Carter congratulated all the
performers on their achievements and hoped
that they would all continue to play and
sing, bringing them great future success.
The RSSG is looking forward to joining
forces with St Ives School in many English
patriotic events. The children demonstrated
their knowledge of the Society by
reminding us of the aims of The RSSG, and
enunciating ‘respect for all things English;

history teaches us how to be better with
our fellow man; to keep history ‘alive’ by
honouring all men and women, in whatever
sphere, who have helped our Country, and to
appreciate the value of The Commonwealth
and importantly, respect our Monarchy’.
The RSSG looks forward to welcoming
the young pupils, with pupils from
Camelsdale Primary School, and Members
of the RSSG, at the RSSG Annual Cadet
Parade and Service at the Cenotaph, where
they will lay a wreath of red roses.
This Affiliation between The RSSG and
St Ives School Haslemere is a truly historic
moment.
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CONCERT

Commonwealth Young
Musicians’ Concert
For Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting London 2018
Thursday, 19 April at 7.30 pm
at

St George’s, Hanover Square, London W1S 1FX
Sponsored by
The Royal Society of St George Charitable Trust and Rotary in London UK

This will be a spectacular evening of music by
the Commonwealth Festival Choir and Orchestra,
with additional items performed by members of
the Divine Symphony Orchestra in Nigeria and the
Purcell School’s pupil-led ensemble, Philomel.
Dr James Ross will conduct the Commonwealth
Festival Orchestra, with Graham Dinnage directing
the Commonwealth Festival Choir. The Philomel
Ensemble is conducted by Purcell School pupil
Sebastian Kozub.
Music to be performed includes songs written by
young people about peace, based upon poetry and

text from around the Commonwealth, music from
Nigeria, and great works by British composers,
such as Vaughan Williams’ Tallis Fantasia and
Elgar’s Introduction and Allegro, representing the
host country of CHOGM 2018.
Profits from the concert will be used to help
support hurricane victims in Antigua, Barbuda
and Dominica to rebuild their homes and lives
after the devastating Hurricane Irma last year.
The Commonwealth Resounds is enormously
grateful to The Royal Society of St George and
Rotary London for supporting this concert.

Ticket prices including booking fee:
Main area – £27.54
Sides and gallery – £16.76
Students and children – £5.98
Booking on line:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/commonwealth-young-musicians-concert-chogm-2018-tickets-42790328023

For further information or group bookings

please email The Commonwealth Resounds! at tcr2015@btinternet.com
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To All Members of The Royal Society of St. George
AGM 2018 – NOTICE

We set out below details of our 2018 Annual General Meeting. The full accounts for the year
ended 31 December 2017 will be available at the AGM. If you are unable to attend, and would like
to receive the accounts, please apply to the address at the foot of this notice and we will send a
copy to you after the meeting.
The General Secretary to the Royal Society of St. George sends her compliments and gives notice
that the eighty-ninth Annual General Meeting of the Royal Society of St. George will be held on,

Saturday, 29 September, 2018
Macron Stadium, Horwich, Bolton
5 pm Coffee, Meeting to commence at 5.30 pm
Supper afterwards at Ridgemount House, Horwich, Bolton

Agenda

1. To elect a President.
2. To receive and adopt the minutes of last year’s meeting.
3. Matters Arising.
4. To receive the Chairman’s Annual Report.
5. To receive and adopt the Examined Accounts for the year ending 31/12/2017.
6. To receive and adopt the Examined Accounts of the Charitable Trust for the
year ending 31/12/2017.
7. To re-elect such members of Council who, retiring in rotation, offer
themselves to serve a further term under Bye-law 36, to elect new members
of Council under Bye-law 39 and to appoint those who have been co-opted.
8. To appoint Accountants as General Examiner to the Society.
9. Any Other Business

By Order of the Council, 1 March 2018

Administration Centre: RSSG, P.O. BOX 397, LOUGHTON IG10 9GN
Telephone: 020 3225 5011
Email: info@royalsocietyofstgeorge.com Website: www.rssg.org.uk
Facebook page – www.facebook.com/RoyalSocietyofStGeorge – Twitter account - @RSStGeorge
Join us on LinkedIn – The Royal Society of St. George Official Group

Your support and attendance would be very much appreciated.
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DIGNITY BAGS

O

Help restore dignity to
women in the Middle East

UR AFFILIATED organization,
the Order of St. George, is working
to get vital humanitarian relief to
vulnerable communities in the Middle East.
They are asking for support to collect
Dignity Bags for female refugees. When
teams on the ground are distributing aid to
displaced people, female team members
are often approached by women asking for
sanitary towels and other toiletries. Getting
these necessities to them is not only a
health priority but also a way of restoring
some modicum of dignity.
“Many female refugees in the Middle
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East have been through tremendous
hardships and most face a very bleak
future,” says the Order of St. George’s
Stuart Notholt, who is helping organize
the collection. “We have partnered with
Samara’s Aid Appeal, a charity which
specializes in getting humanitarian aid to
the communities that need it most. Dignity
Bags supplied by Samara’s Aid Appeal
contain some of the essential items women
need just to maintain a basic sense of self
worth.”
All members and branches of the Royal
Society of St. George are very welcome

to support this initiative. Preparing one or
more Dignity Bags is a manageable project
for a single individual or you can club
together to fill several Dignity Bags.
“If you’re not able to collect a Dignity
Bag you can support the Order of St
George’s central collection,” says Stuart.
“We have costed a Dignity Bag at around
£25, including transport. Surplus funds
will be used to create more Dignity Bags.
Please visit http://www.orderofstgeorge.
co.uk/dignity_bags.html or email me at
scrivener@orderofstgeorge.co.uk for more
information.”

The Royal Society of St George is happy to support . . .

A St George’s Day Concert with Combat Stress and the
Band of the Coldstream Guards

Direct from duties at Buckingham Palace, the Band
of the Coldstream Guards return to Cadogan Hall to
celebrate this most important of English days.
Performing alongside international trumpet soloist
Alan Thomas, BBC Symphony Orchestra, and singing
sensation Sam Bailey, winner of the X Factor, the band

present an evening of musical excellence in support of
Combat Stress.
For one night only you will be taken on a journey through
Old England and treated to the unique sound of Pomp
and Ceremony alongside a moving tribute to the former
Garrison Sergeant Major of London, Perry Mason.

Contact Combat Stess at funfundraising@combatstress.org.uk for further information and to buy tickets

Annual General Meeting

Royal Air Force 100th
Anniversary Celebrations

We are very pleased to announce that our AGM this
year is to be hosted by the Bolton Branch, and will
take place at the Macron Stadium in Horwich on the
29 September. We will confirm timings in the July
edition of the Journal.

The 100th anniversary of the Royal Air force will be
celebrated in central London on Tuesday, 10 July, as
part of a whole year of celebrations. On that day there
will be a parade and flypast on the Mall and a service
at Westminster Abbey.

We will then join the branch for their annual birthday
celebration dinner for Admiral Lord Nelson that
evening, to be held at Ridgemont House in Horwich,
Bolton.

The Royal Society of St George will meet at the
Bomber Command memorial in Green Park to watch
the flypast and then walk across Green Park to an
early afternoon lunch at a local restaurant.

There are plenty of places to stay around Horwich,
including the Macron Stadium itself, so why not make
a weekend of it and arrive on Friday night for a quiet
Society supper and a chance to get to know Bolton.
Plans will be further advanced by July and will be
published in full in the Journal, but in the meantime
please put this date in your diary.

If you would like to join us, please email Bob Smith
on bob.smith@rssg.org.uk or phone him on 07855
300026 to book your place for lunch and confirm your
attendance.
Editor: timings are vague at the moment, as the RAF
haven’t given this detail on their website, but will
become clearer as we get nearer the day and will be
passed on to those attending.
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STATELY HOMES

Welbeck Abbey

The Stately Homes
of England
David Bennett
As much a part of the English countryside as the village
church, is the stately home. As you drive along a road or
motorway you can see that ruined castle on a hilltop or a
large manor house nestling in a tree-lined valley reflecting
thoughts of an England long since past.

D

uring the twentieth century more
than a thousand stately homes have
been demolished. Not only has the
house gone, but art collections and antique
furniture has been dispersed, sometimes all
over the world.
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In 1925 Agecroft Hall in Lancashire, an
example of a Tudor half-timbered domestic
architecture was dismantled and shipped,
complete with timbers, wattle and daub,
across the Atlantic to be reassembled in
Richmond, Virginia.

There are many reasons for the decline
of the stately homes: taxes, death duties,
the cost of maintenance and the lack of
people wishing to be in service. In some
cases it proved cost-effective to demolish
the house, sell off the salvaged materials
and turn the land over for development.
The City of Nottingham own three
former ducal palaces: Nottingham Castle,
Newstead Abbey and Wollaton Hall.
In the north of the county there is an
area still known as ‘The Dukeries’ made up
of four stately homes. Clumber Park was
formerly owned by the Duke of Newcastle.

Agecroft Hall

Thoresby Hall

The house was demolished and the park is
now administered by the National Trust.
Rufford Abbey, once owned by the Earl of
Shrewsbury, is now a country park owned
by Nottinghamshire County Council.
Thoresby Hall, previously owned by the
Duke of Kingston, is now a high class
hotel.
Welbeck Abbey is the ancestral home
of the Duke of Portland. It is now open

Newstead Abbey

to the public by appointment at certain
times of the year. Many of the surrounding
buildings have been converted to other
business uses. A grade one listed barn is
now a brewery, making beer from its own
spring water.
The farm shop sells local produce with
large class refrigerated displays with
joints of meat like works of art maturing
and curing. The former estate gasworks

now displays a world class art collection
and craft shop. On the estate is an artisan
cookery school and pottery classes held
at different levels for the community and
public to attend.
A number of well-stocked lakes
are available for the public to fish, on
application. People of all ages visit the
estate in a serene atmosphere that is
Welbeck Abbey.

RuffordAbbey

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE
ADVERTISING RATES BY APPLICATION TO HEAD OFFICE
The Administration Centre, P.O. BOX 397, Loughton, IG10 9GN, England

info@royalsocietyofstgeorge.com

Tel: 020 3225 5011
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50/50 CLUB

5 /5

CLUB

Support the Royal Society of St George
Support the Royal Society of St George
and win yourself cash prizes by joining the
Society’s own lottery – the 50–50 Club.
The 50–50 Club was launched in January
2011 and by the end of 2015 had raised more
than £5000 in much needed funds to assist
with projects to promote the Society and its
objectives.
More participants will ensure more income
for the Society and larger prizes.
Details of the Lottery are as follows:
The 50-50 Club takes the form of a monthly
Lottery.
To enter you can pledge to sponsor
individual numbers between 1 and 1000 for
£5.00 each, per calendar month.
There is no limit to how many numbers one
person can sponsor but numbers will be
allocated on a strictly first-come – firstserved basis. If number/s selected by
members have already been purchased the
next nearest number will be allocated.

On the first Monday of each calendar month
three numbers will be drawn from those
numbers sponsored during the previous
month.
Fifty per cent of monies collected from
those sponsored numbers will be given in
prize money, with the other fifty per cent
going to the Society to achieve it’s four
stated objectives and contribute to the
Charitable Trust.
The prize money will be split into three
prizes as follows: First Prize: Sixty per cent;
Second Prize: Thirty per cent; and Third
Prize: Ten per cent.
The Application/Sponsorship Form and
Rules can be downloaded from the Society
webpage: www.royalsocietyofstgeorge.com.
The form is also available on the opposite
page.
Entries do not have to be purchased by
individuals. Maybe your Branch could
sponsor some numbers?

The Royal Society of St George
50/50 Club
Join our 50/50 Club, help the Society raise much needed funds and win yourself some money!
• The 50/50 Club takes the form of a monthly Lottery.
• To enter you can pledge to sponsor individual numbers between 1 to 400, for £5.00 each, per calendar month. (MINIMUM DURATION
ONE YEAR).
• There is no limit to how many numbers one person can sponsor but numbers will be allocated on a strictly First-Come-First-Served basis.
• On the First Monday of each calendar month three numbers will be drawn from those numbers sponsored within the preceding month.
• 50% of monies collected from those sponsored numbers will be given as prize money, with the other 50% going to help The Society to
achieve its Four stated Objectives and contribute to the Charitable Trust.

The prize money will be split into three prizes as follows 60% 30% 10%.
THE MORE PEOPLE WHO JOIN, THE BIGGER THE PRIZES – SEND IN YOUR FORM TODAY!
SPONSORSHIP FORM

Please complete and forward it with your cheque or completed bankers order form to:
The Royal Society of St. George, P.O. BOX 397, Loughton, IG10 9GN, England
Please Print

Name: .......................................................................................................... Branch: ................................................................................
Address: ......................................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................... Post code: ............................................................................
Tel no: .......................................................................................................... Email: ..................................................................................

q I note that my details will be added to the RSSG database and will be used by the Society in connection with my
membership and for no other purpose. They will not be shared with a third party.

To enter you can pledge to sponsor individual numbers between 1 to 400 for £5 each per calendar month.
MINIMUM DURATION 12 MONTHS.
I/we wish to sponsor the following number/numbers in the Royal Society of St. George 50/50 club, commencing date:
......................................................................................................................at £5 per month for 12 months.
NUMBER/NUMBERS

       

NOTE: If the number requested is unavailable the nearest available will be allocated.
I/we enclose a cheque made payable to The Royal Society of St George 50/50 Club for
12 months = £……… or please fill in Bankers Order form for

 number/s for

 number/s for the next 12 months.

BANKERS ORDER FORM – please print your bank details.
To the Manager: .......................................................................................... Bank PLC / Building Society ............................................
Full address of branch: ..............................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................... PostCode: ............................................................................
Please pay to The National Westminster Bank now and on each month until cancelled the sum of:
In words ………………………………………… pounds sterling. Commencing Month: ……………… 2014.
To credit: The Royal Society of St George 50/50 Club. Account No. 66797586 / Sort Code 52-41-42.
Please print your account details.
Your Account Name:..................................................................................................................................................................................
Account No: ................................................................................................ Sort Code: ..........................................................................
Signature: …………………………………………….Date: ………………………………………...
If you require additional forms, please feel free to copy as required. Full copy of 50/50 rules available upon request.
If any further information is required, please contact Albert Hankers, email: shirt.berley@gmail.com or telephone: 07957 895422.

Thank you for your support
ST GEORGE FOR ENGLAND
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ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS
HERE
Omni Lifetime Planning Ltd specialise in Wills,
Trusts, Asset Protection, Probate, Powers of
Attorney and Funeral Plans.
We offer a 50% discount to members bringing the
cost of a single will down to £75 and a pair of mirror
wills down to £125.

The Administration Centre,
P.O. BOX 397,
Loughton, IG10 9GN, England

www.omni-lifetimeplanning.co.uk
Tel: 01727 220053
mail: info@omni-lifetimeplanning.co.uk

info@royalsocietyofstgeorge.com
Tel: 020 3225 5011

Copy date for the August 2018 edition of

St George for England
30 June 2018
To submit copy contact Laura Minns
Tel: 01483 268627
email: joanna@joannacadman.com

5 /5
2017:
October:
1	  13
2	  30
3
350

Mrs A Taylor
Mr P Spensey
Mr R Peedle

November:
1	  18
2	  33
3 	  15

Mr K Bishop
Mr P Sieloff
Mrs D Rochester

December:
1
2
3

361
243
176

.Mr M J Riley
Mr P Sieloff
Mr D Oliver

2018
January
1	   7
2
128
3	   4
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ADVERTISING RATES BY
APPLICATION TO HEAD
OFFICE

Mr J B Rice
Mr J Clemence
Mr R Lawson

ST GEORGE FOR ENGLAND

Royal Society of St George

Address *
* NewRSSG
P.O. BOX 397
LOUGHTON
IG10 9GN

CLUB WINNERS

MEMBERSHIP AFFILIATIONS – DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE
20% DISCOUNT OFF TRADITIONAL AFTERNOON TEA AND ITALIAN
DISHES AT AVISTA, the Italian Restaurant at the MILLENNIUM HOTEL
LONDON MAYFAIR.
Telephone 020 7596 3399 for the Italian food or 020 7596 3329 for the
Traditional Afternoon Tea, which starts from £14.95 per person and is served
daily from 2.30 pm to 5.00 pm. Your membership card will need to be presented
to take advantage of the above.

15% DISCOUNT ON ACCOMMODATION AT MILLENNIUM HOTELS.
To take advantage of these discounts on accommodation and leisure break
packages please state that you are a member of the Royal Society of St George
when telephoning Monica Sanchez at Millennium Hotels direct on 0207 596 3138
or emailing Monica at monica.sanchez@millenniumhotels.co.uk.

MANY DISCOUNTS ON BOOKS AND TOURS:
• 25% off Breese Books when ordered online. The largest producer of new
Sherlock Holmes novels in the style of Conan Doyle. Please visit www.bakerstreet-studios.com and quote “RSSG25”
• 15% off historical location guide books ordered online such as Downton
Abbey, Inspector Morse, Midsomer Murders, Harry Potter and James Bond.
Please visit www.baker-street-studios.com and quote “RSSG15”
• £50 off specialist detective tours to various areas related to filming e.g.
Downton Abbey, Inspector Morse, Midsomer Murders etc. Please visit www.
detective-tours.com for more information.
• £50 discount off Sherlock Holmes Murder Mystery events for small,
medium and large party sizes. Please visit www.murder-mystery.com If a
Branch or group of members would like to organise a trip to film locations or
have a period costume murder mystery please telephone Dr Antony Richards
on (01223) 473025
MRFLAG.COM Ltd
15% DISCOUNT
on all products except sewn flags. Telephone Kath the Sales Manager on
(01792) 650044 or email Kath at sales@mrflag.com and state that you are a
member of The Royal Society of St George.
10% DISCOUNT FROM OF CABBAGES & KINGS
a source of design led gifts and homeware by British based artists, designers
and crafts people. Please visit www.ofcabbagesandkings.co.uk and enter code
“ST GEORGE” when checking out.

10% DISCOUNT FROM KNIT WITH ATTITUDE
a small independent yarn shop that specialises in eco-friendly and ethically
produced yarn and accessories for hand knitting and crochet. To receive a
10% discount please visit: www.knitwithattitude.com and enter discount code
“St George” in your shopping cart before checking out. Alternatively please quote
this code when visiting the shop at 127 Stoke Newington High Street, London
N16 0PH.

OMNI LIFETIME PLANNING LTD
50% DISCOUNT ON WILL WRITING
Bringing the cost of a single will down to £75 and a pair of mirror wills to
£125 for Society members
www.omni-lifetimeplanning.co.uk
Tel: 01727 220053
email: info@omni-lifetimeplanning.co.uk

10% DISCOUNT ON TAX RETURNS
Tax qualified with many years experience I offer the same high standard
you would expect from the best Accountancy firms but typically at much
lower prices from £50 per tax return plus a free review and 10% discount
for members of The Royal Society of St George.
email phoenixreturns@mail.com or
telephone me on (01793) 824848.

15% DISCOUNT OFF THE ENGLISH TOASTMASTERS ASSOCIATION
TRAINING COURSE
The English Toastmasters Association are offering
15% DISCOUNT

off their fees to become a Toastmaster. The normal cost of training, annual
membership and joining fees add up to £2,450 from the 1st April 2014, which
includes £100 joining fee and £250 annual membership fee.
The courses are being offered at 15% LESS at £2082.50, A SAVING OF £367.50.
Training includes 3 full days after which further training is available on demand
within the annual membership fee. Meetings are held throughout the year with
two special meetings including breakfast and luncheon. These two special
meetings are held in April close to St. George’s Day and in October around
Trafalgar Day at the County Hotel in Chelmsford, Essex close to the Association’s
HQ in Danbury.
Further training is available on demand and included in the annual fees covering
such subjects as marketing as a Toastmaster, Masonic Ladies Festivals and
Corporate Functions. With prices charged by Toastmasters generally ranging from
£250.00 to £750.00 per event, this is wonderful work for the right person and is
greatly rewarding regardless of the type of work that is undertaken. Please see:
www.englishtoastmasters.co.uk
for full details, email: info@englishtoastmasters.co.uk,
telephone (01245) 222392 or 07971 409977.

10% DISCOUNT WHEN VISITING THE NATIONAL FRUIT COLLECTION
at Brogdale Farm, Brogdale Road, Faversham, Kent ME13 8XZ.
A number of festivals and events are held celebrating British fruit,
encouraging people to discover a wider variety of delicious heritage fruit to
eat and grow at home. These include a Blossom Weekend, Cherry Festival,
Cider Festival and Apple Festival. They also offer courses on planning a
fruit garden, growing and pruning throughout the year. Guided walks are
also available. For further details telephone (01795) 536250 or visit www.
brogdalecollections.co.uk
HOTEL AND CAR HIRE DISCOUNTS:
• 20% - 30% discount on hotel accommodation below similar offers available
on public websites.
• 20% discount on car hire through Alamo and National
• Your Society also benefits by receiving 2.5% on every booking made with no
extra cost to you.
Please visit: www.membertravelspecials.com/RSSTG.aspx
and help your Society by making this your preferred means of saving money
when booking hotels or car hire.

ENTRY TO THE ENGLISH SPEAKING UNION
The Royal Society of St George has a charity membership with the EnglishSpeaking Union (ESU). The ESU is an educational charity and membership
organisation. They work with young people, providing opportunities to
build valuable life skills through a range of communication initiatives. Their
international headquarters is Dartmouth House, 37 Charles Street London
W1J 5ED. Royal Society members are able to visit Dartmouth House and
use the beautiful club facilities there. Dartmouth House is open from 8.30am
to 11.00pm with a delicious bar menu and special member events. It is a
Heritage listed building nestled in the heart of Mayfair. There are 4 Royal
Society membership cards and these can be obtained from Dartmouth
House reception. Royal Society membership must be produced and access is
limited to 4 members at any given time.
For more information about the work of the ESU, please visit
www.esu.org

JOHNSONS STEAK HOUSE OFFER A 10% DISCOUNT OFF YOUR
MEAL TO MEMBERS OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF ST. GEORGE AND
THE MILITARY FROM TUESDAY TO THURSDAY
The newly built Steakhouse and Bar at Church Farm, Church Street,
Old Hurst, Huntingdon, PE28 3AF serves home grown produce reared
on the farm. Lunch is served Tuesday to Saturday from 12 pm to 3 pm
and dinner from 5.30 pm to 9.30 pm with a Sunday Carvery available
from 12 pm to 3 pm. For reservations please telephone: 01487 824658
option 3, Email: info@johnsonssteakhouse.co.uk or contact through
Facebook @johnsonsfarmshop.
ST GEORGE FOR ENGLAND
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BRANCHES LIST
BRANCHES IN ENGLAND
The All Party Parliamentary Group
The House of Commons
(Membership is only open to Lords, MP’s
and staff of the Palace of Westminster)
Barrow in Furness
Mr. D. Ward,
Email: davidrward@msn.com
Bath & Dist
Rev. Robert Webb Chairman
Tel: 01225 484042
Blackburn
Mr. Andrew Thomson, Chairman.
Email: andrewtommo75@yahoo.co.uk
www.rssgblackburn.org.uk
Bolton
Mr. Chris Houghton, Chairman
Email: bolton@rsosg.co.uk
Bradford
Mr J A Fergusson, Honorary Secretary.
Tel: 01274 583654
Email: bankdamjimmyfer@btinternet.com
Cambridge GOG MAGOG
Michael Heath, Secretary
Email: mike@heath51.wanadoo.co.uk
Cinque Ports
Mr H Stenning. Tel: 01303 267 246
Email: hardi.stenning@btinternet.com
City of Birmingham
Mr D Reynolds, E-mail:
saintgeorgeinbirmingham@hotmail.com
Website: www.rssgbirmingham.org.uk
City & County of Bristol
Mr D Stinchcombe,
Email: dennismbe@riversideyp.org
City of Liverpool
Mr B K Boumphrey,
Email: rjnglover1@aol.com

Fenland
Mr. Brian Kierman, Chairman
Email: brian@kierman.co.uk
Telephone: 01945 463 774

Seahaven
Mr. Robert A. Peedle MBE TD.,Chairman
Tel: 01323 899 985
Email: 514928@talktalk.net

Gloucestershire
Mrs Margaret Fuller
Email: rssgglos@woodbro.plus.com

St Neots
Mr B Chapman,
Email: barry.chapman@live.co.uk

Greater Manchester
Mr. M. J. Riley,
Email: michaeljriley@btinternet.com

Sheffield
Mrs Marie Minihan, Hon. Secretary,
Telephone 0114 269 1389
Email: dave3minihan8@gmail.com

Great Yarmouth
Ms. Melanie Rook, Secretary
Tel: 01493 843 736
Halifax
Mr. Michael Steele, Tel: 01422 246 538
Email: michaelrosemont@btinternet.com
Haslemere
Sara Jane Gray, Chairman.,
Email: sarajane2909@gmail.com
Mrs S Hankers, E.mail: shirt.berley@gmail.com
Huntingdon
Col (Retd) DH Bristow OBE DL,
Tel: 01480 383166
Email: derek.bristow47@gmail.com
Leeds
Councillor Robert W. Gettings MBE JP,
Chairman, Tel: 0113 253 9763
Email: robert.gettings@leeds.gov.uk
Leicestershire
Mr. Leon R. Spence, Chairman,
Tel No: 0116 319 9508
Email: leon.spence@talktalk.net
Lowestoft
Mr Brian Caton
Email: b.caton3@btinternet.com
Maritime Wessex
Chairman Mr. Mark Buckley
E-mail: profpropren@hotmail.com
North Downs
Mr. S. Millson, Chairman,
Email: stuartmillson@yahoo.com

City of London
Mr. Stephen G. Lane, Honorary Secretary,
Email: HonSecRSSGCLB@aol.com

North Surrey
Mr. Robert Freeman, Chairman,
r.freeman767@btinternet.com

City of Wakefield
Mr. Reg West, Secretary. Tel: 01924 864 799

Northumbria Branch
Mr. A .J. Nicholls, Chairman,
Email: tonynicholls23@btinternet.com

City of Westminster
Mr. Alan Broomhead, Chairman,
Email: alansco@btinternet.com
Danbury
Mr. Richard Palmer FMETA C.Inst.S.M.M.
President The English Toastmasters
Association,
Mobile: 07971 409 977
Email: info@englishtoastmasters.co.uk
Website: www.englishtoastmasters.co.uk
East Anglia
Mr. John Stannard, President
Tel: 01502 512 734
Email: johnr.stannard@talktalk.net
East Dorset
Mrs Dianne White, Chair
Email: whited100@hotmail.com
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Nottinghamshire
Mr. Colin Slater MBE JP Hon. MA, President
Email: colinslater@mac.com
Oxfordshire
Mr. Christopher J. Davis ARIBA., ACArch,
Tel: 01993 823 646, Email: chris@a-cjd.co.uk
Plymouth & West Devon
Mr. A. Romilly, E.Mail:AdrianRomilly@aol.com
Radford
Mr Phil J Harwood,
Email:philjamesharwood@hotmail.com
Rushmoor
Lt. Col Leslie G.A. Clarke - Chairman
Telephone: 01483 810 492
Mobile: 07710 230 379
Email: Leslie.larkfield@btinternet.com

Shropshire
Mr. Martin Jones, Chairman
Mobile: 07586 359 589
Southend-on-Sea
Mrs V Weaver,
Email: verinaweaver@gmail.com
Tel: 01702 748 702
Sussex
Mr. F. McComas,
Email: fredandpeg@sky.com
Swale
Mrs Christine David, Chairman
Tel: 01795 471 876.
Email: paul@ptdavid.co.uk
The Tower Of London
(Membership only open to Yeomen and
employees of the Tower of London)
Warrington
Mrs I Plumpton, Tel: 01925 815 434
Warwickshire
Mr. A. Clive Benfield,
Email: clive.benfield@benfieldgroup.co.uk
Waterloo
Mr. Mike Green
Email:mvgminehead@gmail.com
Wessex North Dorset
Dr Jack Skelton Wallace, President
Mobile 07923 962 650. Tel: 01747 825 388
Email: johnappin@aol.com
Wiltshire
Mr. Lloyd James, Chairman
Email:lloyddjames@yahoo.co.uk

OVERSEAS BRANCHES
Abu Dhabi
Mr. Paul Billany, Secretary
Email rssgauh@gmail.com
Adelaide
Mrs D Bone, Email:saintgeorge@adam.com.au
Bahrain
Mr. Steve Keeble,
Email: stevenkeeble@hotmail.com
Bangkok
Ms Laura Smith, President
Email: president@bangkokstgeorgesoc.org
Brisbane
Mrs V Skinner,
Email: roystonskinner@optusnet.com.au

British Columbia
Stephen McVittie, President
Email: BritishKnight1942@gmail.com

Nassau
Mrs Sally Varani-Jones, PO Box CB-12883,
Nassau, Bahamas

California
Princess Karen Cantrell, Chairman
Email: rssgcalifornia@outlook.com

Paris
Mr. Ludovic Plazanet, Treasurer,
Email: Ludovic.plazanet@britishschool.fr

Carolinian
Mr. John Shannon Hon. Correspondence
Secretary. Email: rssgcarolinian@aol.com

Port Elizabeth Women’s Branch
Sandra Strang, Secretary/Scribe
Email: bruce_sandra@telkomsa.net

Costa Blanca
Mr. R. G. T. Hunt MBE, Chairman,
Email: roberthunt@hotmail.com
Email: admin@stgeorgecostablanca.com

Sabah
Mr M Steel, MJS-Services,
mjsteel63@gmail.com

Dar Es Salaam
Mark Golding – President
mark.p.golding@gmail.com
Delaware (USA)
Mr. Andrew A. Lundgren,
Email: andrew.a.lundgren@gmail.com
Denmark
Mr. Simon C Mears, President
Email: rsgdenmark@gmail.com
Devonport
Mrs Elizabeth Page,
Email: cageypagey@gmail.com
Georgia
Col. John T. Trout
Email: johntrout37@yahoo.com
Gold Coast
Mr. Graham Rumble
Email: gprumble@yahoo.com
Halifax
Mr. Alan J. Williams OStJ CD, President,
Email ajwilliams@ns.sympatico.ca
Hong Kong
Mr. Jim Wardell, President,
E.mail: stgeorge@i-cable.com
Jakarta
Eamonn Sadler, President
Email: eamonnsadler@gmail.com

Singapore
Mr. Bob Adamberry - President
Email: bob@asiaincentives.com
South Florida
Mr Terence Wright, Chairman
E.mail: terenciano@mac.com
Sultanate of Oman
Mr Russell Godfrey, Chairman,
Email: rgodfrey@i2offshore.net
Sydney
Mr P M Cavanagh, Email: E11r@bigpond.net.au
Texas
Dr RJ Devine, Email:lincdevine@prodigy.net
Tokyo & Yokohama
Mr Robin Ord-Smith MVO,
Email: robin.ord-smith@fco.gov.uk (office)
ordiespp@axel.ocn.ne.jp (home)
Toowoomba
Mr. Bob Anderton, President,
Email: munsonp@flexi.net.au
Warwick
Mr P Munson,
Email: paul@darlingdownsinsurance.com.au
Zimbabwe (Harare)
Mr. Brian Heathcote, President,
Email: bheathcote@zol.co.zw

Kansai
Mr A Gibson
E.mail: kobesamurai@gmail.com
Website: www.stgeorgekansai.com
Kuala Lumpur & Selangor,
Mr. Colin Day, President,
Email: colinpday@gmail.com
Website: www.stgeorgesmalaysia.com
Lisbon
Mrs B Neasham MBE,
E.mail: bneasham@gmail.com
Madrid
Dr F. E. F. Price MBE & Mrs Angela Price
Email: angie_pricey@hotmail.com
Melbourne
Professor Anthony Bailey,
c/o The English Speaking Union,
Victorian Branch, Post Office Box 9427,
South Yarra, Victoria 3141, Australia
Mombasa
Mrs.V. Knight, Hon. Secretary,
Email: valerie@africaonline.co.ke
Nairobi
Mrs. Linda Richman (Secretary)
Email: LindaRichman@compuserve.com

AFFILIATED ORGANISATIONS
DUBAI ST GEORGE’S SOCIETY
Mr Robert Duce, Chairman,
Email: raduce@emirates.net.ae
English Toastmasters Association
Mr. Richard Palmer FMETA C.Inst.S.M.M.
Mobile 07971 409 977
Email: info@englishtoastmasters.co.uk
Website: www.englishtoastmasters.co.uk
Shropshire War Memorials Association
Mr Clive I Blakeway
Email: clive@cblakeway.plus.com
Tel: 01952 550 205
Stourbridge Society of St George
Mr M N Raybould, 32 Yarnborough Hill,
Old Swinford, Stourbridge, West Midlands
DY8 2EB

The Commonwealth Games Council
Ms A Hogbin, PO Box 36288, London
SE19 2YY
The Society of St George, Philadelphia
Mr Roger Brown, Secretary,
Email: rab19803@yahoo.com
The St George’s Society of New York
Executive Director
Anna Titley, Executive Director
Email: anna@stgeorgessociety.org
The St George’s Society Of Baltimore
Limited
Mr. Harry T. Aycock, President,
Email: htaycock@verizon.net
The St George’s Society of Toronto
Mr. Sam Minniti, Executive Director,
Email: sminniti@stgeorgesto.com
Website: www.stgeorgesto.com
The St George’s Benevolent Society of
Hamilton
Mr Roy Binns, PO Box 63045 University
Plaza, Postal Outlet, PO Dundas, Ontario
L9H 6Y3, Canada
Victoria Cross and George Cross
Association
Mrs Rebecca Charlotte Maciejewska,
Email: secretary@vcandgc.org
The Countess Mountbatten’s own Legion
of Frontiersmen
David Lilburn Watson
Email: dlwatson@bcrm.co.uk
The Order of St. George
Stuart A. Notholt, Grand Scrivener
Email: scrivener@orderofstgeorge.co.uk
Phone Number: 01892 871 662

AFFILIATED SCHOOLS
Staff and children of Camelsdale Primary
School”
Camelsdale Primary School, School Road,
Camelsdale, Haslemere, Surrey GU27 3RN
School Tel No: 01428 642177
School email:
office@camelsdale.w-sussex.sch.uk
Head Teacher: Sarah Palmer
St Ives School
Three Gates Lane, Haslemere, Surrey
GU27 2ES
School Tel No: 01428 643734
School Email: office@stiveshaslemere.com
Head Teacher: Kay Goldsworthy“
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Shop Window
Debit and Credit cards are now accepted for payment.

Please call us on 020 3225 5011 to place your order and pay
over the phone (Please note there is a 2.5% surcharge for credit cards)

For branch officer's regalia, please contact the office

Ref 3
Miniature Medal to be
worn on the right breast.
With presentation pouch
MEMBERS ONLY
£39.50 $87.00 €68.00

Ref
Ref 66
Metal
gilt
enamel
bar
Metal
gilt
enamel
brooch
bar brooch
MEMBERS ONLY
£7.50 $16.50 €13.00
£7.50 $16.50 €13.00

Ref
Ref 10
10
Embroidered blazer
Embroidered
badge with
with gold
gold wire
wire
badge
£17.00 in
$38.00
available
black€29.00
or navy
MEMBERS ONLY
£17.00 $38.00 €29.00

Ref 12
Navy polyester Tie with
Armorial Bearings
MEMBERS ONLY
£14.50 $32.00 €25.00
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Ref 5b
Metal gilt enamel badge. Our most populaar
badge has now been especially designed
with a screw-in fastener for a blazer with a
button hole.
MEMBERS ONLY
£7.00 $15.50 €12.00

Ref 5
5
Ref
Metal gilt enamel badge
Metal gilt enamel badge
MEMBERS ONLY
£7.00 $15.50 €12.00
£7.00 $15.50 €12.00

Ref 62
St George Pin Badge
£6.00 $14.00 €11.00

Ref 25
Elegant Rose Brooch.
Comes in a presentation
box.
£22.50 $50.00 €39.00

Ref 13 POLY
Navy Polyester Tie with
multi-motif shield
£14.50 $32.00 €25.00

Ref 13 SILK
Navy SILK tie with
multi-motif shield
£19.50 $43.00 €33.50

Ref 7
Hand Painted Heraldic
Plaque (Armorial Bearings)
MEMBERS ONLY
£59.50 $131.00 €102.00

Ref 60
Tudor Rose Charm Bracelet.
Comes in a presentation
pouch and box.
£59.50 $131.00 €102.00

Ref 14
Ref
14
Tie Slide with St. George Cross.
Tie
Slide
with
St. George
Comes in presentation box.
Cross.
Comes
MEMBERS
ONLYin
£17.50
$39.00 €30.00
presentation
box.
MEMBERS ONLY
£17.50 $39.00 €30.00

PROMOTION
Ref 15 or 15b Buy
two packs of cards
and receive the third
pack free!
Ref 15

Ref 15b

Royal Society of St. George
Greeting cards with Armorial
Bearings in full colour. Pack of 5
cards with envelopes. Blank inside

Royal Society of St. George Greeting cards
with Armorial Bearings in full colour. Pack
of 5 cards with envelopes. St. George’s
Day Greetings Inside

£5.00 $11.00 €9.00

Ref 17
Full membership
certificate.
£5.00 $11.00 €9.00

£5.00 $11.00 €9.00

Ref 16b
Pack of 5 Red RSSG rectangular
window/car stickers
£3.00 $7.00 €5.50

Ref 16a
Pack of 5 Red RSSG round
window/car stickers

£2.50 $5.50 €4.50

Ref 16c
Pack of 5 of Ref 16a & Pack of 5 of
Ref 16b
£4.50 $10.00 €8.00
SAVE £1.50 buying them together

Ref 22
Envelope Stickers
(2 A4 pages- 98 stickers in total)

£2.50 $5.50 €4.50

NEW
LOWER
PRICE

Ref 19
England my England
(A Treasury of all things
English) by Gerry Hanson
£9.99 $22.00 €17.00

ORGE
St GE
ENGLAND
FOR

Ref 21
Favourite Poems of
England by Jane
McMorland Hunter
£14.99 $33.00 €26.00

Ref 23
Bone china RSSG Mug
MEMBERS ONLY
£10.00 $22.00 €17.00

April 2014

In this edition:
1894 – a very good year
Howard Ruff in Australia

Violette Szabo – the story
of a heroine

NOTE THE DATE
St George’s Day: Cenotaph:
Saturday 26th April
Howard Ruff’s Grave: service
to mark 120 years:
Saturday 10th May
Annual General Meeting
Conference at Bristol:
Saturday 28th June

and

Tree Dedication at National
Memorial Arboretum:
Saturday 27th September.

by Royal Charter
St. GEORGE – Incorporated
THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF
of England
The Premier Patriotic Society
Elizabeth II
Patron: Her Majesty Queen

£3.50

Founded in 1894.

Ref 24
St. George for England
Journal – Past Copies
£3.50 $8.00 €6.00

Ref 27
Gold St. George imprint
Blazer Buttons (2 large
and 6 small)
£25.00 $55.00 €43.00

NEW
LOWER
PRICE

Ref 33
Hand-held St. George
flags (pack of 10)
£5.00 $11.00 €9.00

Ref 28
Gold St. George imprint
Blazer Buttons (6 large
and 6 small)
£35.00 $77.00 €60.00

Have your branch
name printed on the
top banner on our
NEW larger HandPainted Heraldic
Plaque with our
Armorial Bearings

Ref 34

Ref 32
Flag, 5ft by 3ft
(with eyelets)e
£6.00 $14.00 €11.00

Large Heraldic Plaque with
branch name
30cm x 25cm
£79.00 $174.00 €135.00
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LAST FEW ITEMS REMAINING
PLEASE RING OFFICE TO CHECK AVAILABILITY BEFORE ORDERING

Ref 37 Men’s Tee-Shirt.
Ref 38 Ladies Tee-Shirt.
Navy, Grey, White, Red,
Black or Royal Blue.
£14.50 $32.00 €25.00

Ref 39 Men's Polo Shirt.
Ref 40 Ladies Polo Shirt.
Navy, Grey, White, Red,
Black or Royal Blue.
£19.50 $43.00 €34.00

Ref 42 Ladies Sweatshirt:
One left, Small, Red
£29.50 $65.00 €51.00

Ref 48
BBQ Apron.
Navy or Black.
£19.50 $43.00 €34.00

Ref 49
Scarf.
Navy, Black or Charcoal
£22.50 $50.00 €39.00

Ref43
43Men's
Men’sFleece.
Fleece.
Ref
One
Ref
Ladies Fleece.
left,44Medium,
Smoke
Navy, Red,
Black
or
£39.50
$87.00
€68.00
Smoke (Men’s only).
£39.50 $87.00 €68.00

Ref 45
Men’s V Neck Jumpers.
Navy, Black or Red

Ref 46
Ladies V Neck Jumpers.
Navy or Black.
£49.50 $109.00 €85.00

Ref 36
beanie hat
Navy, Black, Light grey, Red
and Royal blue
£12.50 $28.00 €22.00

Colours

Size Guide
Please state your
choice of badge
when ordering

Fabric Composition

XS

S

M

L

XL

XXL

3XL*

Men’s Tee shirt

100% cotton

N/A

35"- 37"

38"- 40"

41"- 43"

44"- 46"

47"- 49"

only available in Black,
Navy & White

Navy

50"- 52"

Grey

Ladies Tee shirt

100% cotton

8

10

12

14

16

N/A

N/A

Men’s Polo shirt

65% polyester
35% cotton

N/A

35"- 37"

38"- 40"

41"- 43"

44"- 46"

47"- 49"

only available in Black &
Navy

Ladies Polo shirt

65% polyester
35% cotton

8

14

16

18

N/A

Men’s Sweatshirt

80% cotton
20% polyester

N/A

36"- 37"

38"- 40"

41"- 43"

44"- 46"

47"- 49"

only available in Black,
Navy & Grey

50"- 52"

Black

Ladies Sweatshirt

80% cotton
20% polyester

8

10

12

14

16

18

N/A

Royal Blue

Men’s Fleece

100% polyester

N/A

35"- 37"

38"- 40"

41"- 43"

44"- 46"

47"- 49"

N/A

Ladies Fleece

100% polyester

8

14

16

18

N/A

Men’s V neck jumper

100% lambswool

N/A

36"

38"- 40"

42"

44"- 46"

48"

N/A

Ladies V neck jumper

100% lambswool

8

10

12

14

16

18

N/A

Tudor
Rose
Badge

Shield
Badge

SALE
ITEMS

50

Description

ST GEORGE FOR ENGLAND

10
12
SOLD
OUT

10
12
SOLD
OUT

SALE 001
Ladies White Scarf with Armorial
Bearings.
SAVE 50% WAS £12.00 NOW £6.00.
£6.00 $14.00 €11.00

50"

White

Red

Smoke

Charcoal

Cornflower

SALE 002
Golf Set, includes 3 golf balls, a tee marker
and pitch repairer with the RSSG logo
printed on them. Also includes 8 white
wooden tees.
£19.50 $43.00 €34.00
SAVE 30% NOW
£13.65 $30.00 €23.80

Ref 56
St George & the Dragon
Standing Statue.
Height 30.5cm (12.2”).
£75.00 $165.00 €128.00
Ref 56
St George and the Dragon Statue
Height 30.5 cm (12.2 in)
£75.00 $165.00 €128.00

Ref
58
Ref 58
Knight with Halberd, circa C16th
Knight
with10Halberd,
Approx height
cm (4 in)
£27.00
€47.00
circa$61.00
C16th.

Ref 57
Knight in Light Horse Armour: C16th.
Approx height 10cm (4”)
£35.00 $77.00 €60.00

Approx height 10cm (4”).
£27.00 $61.00 €47.00

FREE 5ft by 3ft flag (Ref 32), worth £6 when you spend over £40

Regalia and Gifts Order Form
Please complete the order form and return it with your payment to:
RSSG, P.O. BOX 397 LOUGHTON IG10 9GN.
Please make your cheques payable to “The Royal Society of St. George”.

Ref No.

Description

Qty

Size

Colour

Price

Total Price

All prices include postage and packaging. It is preferred that cheques from overseas members be in Sterling, drawn on a London Bank if possible.
Please note that £ prices are GBP (Great British Pounds). $ and Euro prices vary owing to postage and bank conversion charges which have been
incorporated into the selling price.

NAME ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................
ADDRESS........................................................................................................................................................................................................................
COUNTY ......................................................................POSTCODE ........................................................COUNTRY....................................................
EMAIL ...............................................................................TEL: ..............................................................................DATE ............................................
Total amount of Cheque £..................................................Great British Pounds (GBP)
Please allow 12-14 weeks delivery for all medals and statues and 4-8 weeks for all other items. Where items are in stock, you will receive them within
2-4 weeks of us receiving your order. If you require your order sooner, please ring us and we will do our best to sort this out for you.

If you require any further information, please phone 020 3225 5011 or Email: info@royalsocietyofstgeorge.com
Debit and Credit cards are now accepted for payment.

Please call us on 020 3225 5011 to place your order and pay over the phone
(Please note there is a 2.5% surcharge for credit cards)
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Journal Advertising:
Full Page Colour
Half Page Colour
Quarter Page Colour
Eighth Page Colour

Price Rate
Price Rate
Price Rate
Price Rate

£400
£250
£150
£100

Extra insertions discounts:
1-3 insertions an extra discount of 5%
4-6 insertions an extra discount of 10%
7-12 insertions an extra discount of 15%

Mechanical Data
Trim Size

/ Full bleed

Full Page 297 x 210mm / 303 x 216mm
Half Page
Quarter page
Eighth page

Type Area /
Non bleed
265 x 190mm
130 x 190mm
130 x 92mm
62.5 x 92mm

Bleed allowance 3mm
Vital matter 6mm from edge of page on all sides

Classifieds

Production Data

All prices are exclusive of VAT

– Files can be sent on disk. – To ensure correct output of
your files please send by post a laser or crom alin
proof. – Softw are –
InDesign, Illustrator, Photoshop.

All classified advertising must be pre-paid
The cost is 50p per word with a
minimum charge of £10 (20 words)

Publication Dates

Copy Date Deadline
31st January
31st May
30th September

Essential Information
All Prices shown are exclusive of VAT

Contact – Elizabeth Lloyd
Tel: 020 3225 5011
E-mail: info@royalsocietyofstgeorge.com • Website: www.rssg.org.uk
The Royal Society of St. George
P.O. BOX 397, Loughton, IG10 9GN, England

Royal Society of St George Mission Statement and Vision
Royal Society of St George
Vision
To be widely recognised as the premier English
patriotic society; attracting members from all walks
of life; celebrating important dates in English history;
supporting and encouraging the young; sharing and
maintaining our Culture; Heritage and traditions;
having a voice on issues that affect our country; and
supporting charitable causes.

Royal Society of St George
Mission Statement
We will deliver our vision statement by supporting
the increase of our active Branch network throughout
England, the Commonwealth and across the world;
encouraging sustainable membership growth with the
aim of doubling our membership by 2025; increasing
awareness in the Society and what it stands for
particularly amongst the young; ensuring the financial
security and stability of the Society with an effectively
and efficiently run back office operation; and standing
up for and representing our country, its history and
traditions, on TV, radio and in the press and social
media.

